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PRINCIPIA 

DIALECTICA 
Volume One Issue Number 1 

The text below is based upon the inaugural speech given at the 'W'hat is Living and What is Dead in 

the Situationist International' held at The Aquarium Gallery, London in August 2003: 

Welcome to The Aquarium ... we hope you can swim! 

Many will come here with both positive and nostalgic ideas about the Situationist International. Many will regret the passing of the first period of the Situationist 

International: that is to say the artistic period. Today, the Situationist International has become accepted as a whole by society and most of it s ideas have been 

either co-opted or else superseded by modern capitalism. 

The Situationist International is DEAD and the grieving is over. It is imperative for us to come to terms with this reality and to move on. 

The purpose of chis so called exhibition is quite clear: some of us wish to move forward out of the Situationist International trenches where the usual classist 

discourses can still be heard (as if it were so simple!) Already some people here and there are formulating new critiques but in order for us to find a new 

'Northwest Passage' we must go back to the Marx of Capital (the deep Marx so to speak) and not to the Marx of The Communist Manifesto. 

For the Situationist International, as for Marx of the Manifesto, the class struggles remained the driving force of emancipation. But, as some have pointed out, 

the class struggles are part of capitalism. We need to update out theory in order to bring about change. What governs people is capital as an automated subject or 

selfvalorising value. Many are still! stuck in the classisc quagmire. The Situationist International cannot help them to get out of it and this is a well known fact! 

WORK IS A SPECIFIC ACTIVITY to capitalism. It is at the heart of a system, which auto-reproduces itself without end and which makes of men and women 

the human resources of its infinite auto-reproduction. it is not a matter of liberating work (the entire left, including ATTAC, demand that speculation stop 

hindering the creation of jobs!) On the contrary, we need to free oursleves from work , and to achieve this without leaning on any 'law of history' but instead on 

the disgust that each individual experiences when faced with his or her own existence as a subject of work and competition. Trade unions and political parties have 

reproduced in their midst the hierarchical structures of the dominant society; hence the stagnation and modern misery which we find around us. 

If you have understood some of the critical points developed here, you won't have wasted your time! Indeed, Guy Debord once said that the Situationist 

International would he superseded. He welcomed the idea! le is thus important for everyone who visits The Aquarium to try and contribute in this direction. 

Nostalgic positions will be met by the Silence of the Sea. 

Those who are keen to develop a new critique can delve into Moishe Postone's book Time, Labor and Social Domination, a reinterpretation of Marx's critical 

theory. They may find there that which they seek. 

'What is Living and What is Dead in the Situationist International? - The Movie' is available as a box set from Principia Dialectica. 



AM ERICA'S 
I RAQI ULCE R 

In June 2004, U.S. President George W Bush 

travelled to France to commemorate the sixtieth 

anniversary of U.S. troops landing on the beach of 

an occupied country as liberators. The satirical 

Canard Enchaine, which refers to GI George as 

Omaha Bush, points out that his comparison 

between the liberation of France from Nazi control 

and the occupation oflraq is only appropriate in 

the sense that nearly five hundred Norman women 

were raped by American soldiers, according to 

historian Jean-Pierre Azema. The purportedly 

clever White House advisers should know that 

there must be at least a slight resemblance for Bush 

to successfully imitate Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

If Bush and his advisers ruled with a real sense 

of history and knowledge of art - as opposed to 

their biblical visions of apocalypse - they might 

instead compare the invasion and occupation of 

Iraq with Napoleon Bonaparte's Peninsular War 

(1808-1814), and the Abu Ghraib photographs of 

prison abuse with Francisco de la Goya's ink 

drawings and paintings of the torture and other 

horrors inspired by the nineteenth century French 

campaign in Iberia. Napoleon was intent on wiping 

out the dreaded Bourbons in Madrid and bringing 

his backward southern neighbors into his 

Continental System but soon faced a massive 

popular revolt in both Spain and Portugal. 

The warfare, from whkh the word guerilla traces 

its origin, was particularly intense in the interior; in 

July 1808, a 20,000-strong French division was 

forced to surrender to guerilla forces at Baylen. 

The tactically successful French siege and storming 

of Saragossa showed the world, with 50,000 dead 

bodies filling the streets after the battle, that the 

Spanish people would rather perish than submit to 

foreign conquerors. 

U.S. forces face similar popular resistance in 

Iraq. Moreover, the American retreat from captured 

territory, as well as every kidnapping, sabotaged 

convoy or pipeline, sets an inspiring example for 

radical Muslims worldwide. The countless civilian 
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deaths and prison abuse photos make it unlikely 

that Iraqi hearts and minds will be won over by the 

American side. Bush speaks about democracy and 

trade benefits for Iraq, but the world is well aware, 

or should be, that a group lead by the first prime 

minister of supposedly liberated Iraq, Iyad Allawi, 

was sponsored by the CIA and was responsible for 

terrorist bombings against Iraqis. The world must 

also know that untold, because unmetered, Iraqi 

oil has been plundered by the United States. Like 

Napoleon before him, Bush is justly seen more as a 

conqueror than a liberator. 

The Spanish ulcer, as the Peninsular War was 

called, played a major role in the French emperor's 

downfall. He was intoxicated with power that was 

becoming more and more illusory when he set his 

sights to the east. Napoleon's 1812 invasion of 

Russia diverted resources that might have otherwise 

been used to fight the Anglo-Portuguese army 

under the duke ofWellington, who eventually 

drove the French out of Spain in 1814. If Bush 

could find the time away from his political 

campaign and his golfing and ranching and bike 

riding, he might venture into the National Gallery 

of Art and take a gander at the portrait of 

Napoleon, hand in vest, by Jacques-Louis David. 

The optimistic image of the emperor working 

into the night on his legal code belies the historical 

realities of his reign. Perhaps Bush would see 

something of himself in this little man - the 

boldness and decisiveness - who wanted to rule the 

world but whose reign was such a disaster for his 

country. Economic growth stagnated for a 

generation in France as a result of the Napoleonic 

Wars and the emperor failed to reconcile the 

factional conflicts stemming from the revolution, 

as he promised he would. 

Like Napoleon and his consuls, historians will 

view Bush and his epigones as being an elite that 

seized power in a coup d'etat - Florida was Bush's 

Brumaire - and did .its best to entrench the 

privileges of wealth and power with war. Hegel was 

mistaken when he maintained that Napoleon was 

the World Soul who would give a positive legacy to 

the French Revolution. The Terror turned outward 

under the emperor in a series of brutal and 

far-flung military campaigns, attempting to export 

the Continental System. Bush, with his War on 

Terror and free-trade globalization, is more like 

Bonaparte than he would care to admit. The Iraqi 

ulcer, which has no cure because of the 

long-established Iranian interest in the oil fields 

around Basra and the Faw Peninsula, may be the 

mistake that brings him down. 

Clinton's soft-power approach to foreign policy, 

which the Bush team deems effeminate, was better 

for business and reflected the power of Treasury 

Secretaries Robert Rubin and Larry Summers 

within the administration. Whereas the logic of 

capital figured highly in Clinton's foreign policy 

decisions, supporting the global financial system 

and helping to overcome its crises, territorial logic, 

often but not always in contradiction with capital 

logic, characterizes Bush's foreign policy. The pillars 

of U.S. Middle East policy during the 1970s oil 

crisis, Iran and Saudi Arabia, have crumbled; they 

have been replaced by Israel and now Iraq thanks 

to this costly and disruptive land grab. Time will 

tell if Iraq pays off for our li.rtle imperial statesman, 

that is, if the oil in the acronym and at the heart of 

Operation Iraq Liberation can stave off threats to 

what Sanguinetti aptly called the commodity 

necessary for the production and consumption of 

other commodities. 

Len Bracken 

N,b, We would like to point out that we don't 

necessarily agree with Len Bracken's use of the 

conspiracy theory of history, as put forward in The 

Shadow Government: 9-11 and State Terror as well 

as in his The Arch Conspiracy, but his Aphorisms 

Against Work is recommended reading for all those 

stuck in the Value-trap everywhere. 
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N UCLEAR POWE R:  
SOM E H U MAN 
AN D 
ENVI RON M E NTAL 
COSTS- 2005 
"U:'.'e are in such a state of danger with these new forces 
in ignorant or balefal hands . . .  " 

" . .. the latest Government proposals to start the 
erection of twelve atomic power statiom in this 
country within the next ftw years, I regard as mad " 

Frederick Soddy in: "Contemporary Issues'', No 21 
1954 p 221-222; No 22 1955 p 220 

SAFETY 

Lobsters from Cumbrian, Irish, North Sea and 
Norwegian waters and shellfish have been 
contaminated by technetium-99 that was routinely 
discharged via Sellafield's reprocessing of spent 
nuclear fuel. 

Infant mortality in the vicinity of Three Mile 
Island, Pennsylvania, increased by 47% in the two 
years after the partial core meltdown of a nuclear 
reactor in 1979 when large quantities of radioactive 
gas escaped into the atmosphere. Cancer related 
deaths among children under 10 years are 30% 
more than the national average. 
Source: Radiation and Public Health Project, 2004 

A doubling in the spontaneous rate of leukaemia, 
releases of radon during the fuel cycle and human 
and animal cancers are results of nuclear-generated 
electricity. 
Source: expert testimonies in Federal Court, 
Jeannine Honicker versus Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, 2 October 1978 

Iran's reported first nuclear power station is under 
construction 600 km west of the epicentre of the 
Barn earthquake (26 December 2003). 

Dungeness A and B are located on an area of active 
coastal erosion. 260 000 m3 of shingle are 
transported each year by lorries to restore the beach. 
(C02 emissions) 
Source: interview on "Farming Today'' BBC R4 22 
April 2004 

Radioactive waste is transported by rail through the 
UK's most populated areas. 
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The proposed Penly nuclear reactor in Normandy 
will be plutonium-powered; which is both 
dangerous and unnecessary. 
Source: Greenpeace, December 2003 

RECYCLING 

125kg of weapons grade plutonium shipped to 
France by the US National Nuclear Security 
Administration will be processed for use in nuclear 
power stations in France. 
Source: Greenpeace, October 2004 

SECURITY 

British nuclear power stations are almost 
unprotected by radar and Dounreay and Sellafield 
have only sketchy radar that cannot identify 
low-flying aircraft. 

The visitor centre at Dungeness is closed owing 
to the current security alert. 
Sources: "The Sunday Telegraph'' 16 May 2004; 
a field observer at Dungeness 

Nearly 100 tons of plutonium, separated from 
nuclear waste in THORP, have been stockpiled by 
British Nuclear Fuels Ltd for future recycling at the 
Sellafield Mox plutonium fuel production facility. 
Source: Dr David Lowry, 17 December 2003; 
strategy review of BNFL reliability 

One of the aircraft crashed into the World Trade 
Centre on 11 September 2001 flew directly over 
Indian Point nuclear power plant in New York 
State. 

RELIABILITY 

From October 2003 to Spring 2004 Heysham 1 was 
out of action because the cooling pipes that convey 
seawater leaked. Dungeness 'B' nuclear power 
station was put out of action by a fault on the 
national grid on 13-14 December 2003. Sizewell 'B' 
and Torness have also been out of action. This 
resulted in a fall in output 12% (15TWh) 
Source: Minutes of the Extraordinary GM of 
British Energy, 22 December 2003; Quarterly 

Report of British Energy March 30 to June 30, 1 
October 2004 

The Davis Beese nuclear plant in Ohio, USA, has 
been closed since 2002 because an accumulation of 
acid nearly corroded through the 150mm-thick, 
steel, reactor vessel. 

C02 EMISSIONS 

Fossil fuels are used at many stages in the life-cycle 
of a nuclear power station: transporting uranium, 
the fuel cycle, mining, concrete constructions for 
reactors and waste, production and formulation of 
equipment and materials; de-commissioning. 

'LEAD' TIME 

It takes up to 5 years to construct nuclear plants -
longer than for other generating options. 

INFLEXIBILITY 

1 - 0.6 GW plants are inflexible compared to fossil 
fuel and renewable energy plants. 

THE 'IDEAL' COMPLEMENTARY 'GOOD' 

Companies that own aluminium smelters are given 
cheap rates by large power station operators because 
they provide a base load demand. For example, a 
loan of £33m was made to Rio Tinto Zinc through 
the implementation of the Industrial Expansion Act 
that was used as a capital contribution to the 
former Central Electricity Generating Board for the 
construction of Dungeness 'B ', in return for a 
contract to supply electricity for a 20-25 year 
period from Anglesey's Wylfa nuclear power station, 
at a price related to the monetary cost of producing 
power at Dungeness 'B'. 
Source: "Aluminium and Anglesey" in: "The 
Ecologist" June 1971; personal communication 
with the author. 

COMPETITIVE ELECTRICITY 

MARKET CONTRADICTED 

£2m per day of public funding is committed to the 
Britain's nuclear power programme. 



By 2000 £6bn of public funds had been spent on 
the fast-breeder reactor at Dounreay. Lancaster City 
Council 'subsidised' the two Heysham nuclear 
power stations by reducing their business rates. 
Other local authorities have done the same for 
power stations in their areas. In consequence an 
additional £ 18 000 in interest payments was lost; 
but later refunded. The EC ruled that rates deferral 
by four other local authorities is unlawful. 

British Energy, the group of 8 nuclear power 
stations, receives a government loan of £650m that 
in June 2003 the EC provisionally ruled to be 
unlawful state aid. 
Source: suspended Cllr Gina Dowding, "Going 
Public" in: "The Guardian'' 19 November 2003, p.13 

"TOO CHEAP TO METER" 

The pending Nuclear Industries Bill is designed to 
write off billions of pounds worth of debt run up 
by the industry and to oversee the disposal of waste 
through the Department of Trade and Industry. 
British Energy announced a loss of £115m for the 
second quarter of 2004. 
Source: The Queen's Speech, December 2003; 
British Energy, 1 October 2004 

'FOR MY NEXT TRICK' 

In 1977 radioactive waste from Dounreay stored in 
a shafr in the cliffs exploded, spreading plutonium 
over the beach. 18 years later the incident was 
reported. 

The current US government suppressed the fact the 
mercury is discharged by power stations. 
Source: Environmental Protection Agency, 2004 

From the 1980s to the 2000s the UK Government 
suppressed the development of marine generated 
electricity yet maintained the OT! subsidy to the 
nuclear industry. (A "tidal lagoon" in the Severn 
estuary could generate as much power as 3 - 4 
nuclear power stations.) 
Source: Friends of the Earth, Cymru 

Sir Bernard Ingham, a paid lobbyist for British 
Nuclear Fuels, is chair of Country Guardian, a 
group that opposes wind turbines in the 
countryside. Supporters of Country Guardian 
include unions representing those working in 
Britain's nuclear power industry. 

BNFL has stored highly radioactive, spent, nuclear 
fuel in its outdoors storage "pond" B30 at Sellafield 
since the 1950s. BNFL has never divulged the 
quantity of material involved but it is estimated to 
be 1.3 tonnes of plutonium - sufficient to produce 
an estimated 162 atom bombs. The European 
Commission gave BNFL until !st June to produce 
a plan for cleaning up B30. 
Source: European Commission, 30 March 2004 

MILITARY CONNECTIONS OF THE 'PEACEFUL 

ATOM' PROGRAMME 

Accidents in 200 I with fuel elements at 
Chapelcross, Britain's last military nuclear power 
station, led to a decision on its closure. It produced 
plutonium for nuclear weapons, tritium for missiles 
and electricity. 
Source: Ministry of Defence announcement, 30 
June 2004 

Israel's Dimona reactor provided enough plutonium 
ro manufacture over 200 warheads. 
Source: Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute 

The North Korean Government has offered to close 
down a reactor that also produces weapons-grade 
plutonium. 
Source: report of the six-party talks, 6 January 2004 

British nuclear power stations (and the former 
CEGB) have a biased recruiting policy in favour of 
ex-services people. The UKAEA has its own police 
force. 

RADIOACTIVE WASTE 

BNF has buried 10 000 m3 of nuclear waste from 
other countries. 
Source: investigation by The Guardian newspaper 

The MoD has dumped 17,000 tonnes of 
radioactive waste on the seabed off Alderney. 

DE-COMMISSIONING 

Dounreay's decommissioning involves 3000 people, 
of whom 1382 are UKAEA employees. The cost is 
about £80m per annum. 
Source: Robert Nicol, Head of Contracts and 
Finance, UKAEA, March 2004 

Winfrith in Dorset has yielded 240 tonnes of metal 
waste for disposal at Drigg in Cumbria, at a cost of 
£2500 per ronne, following the decontamination of 
scrap metal from the decommissioned power plant 
by sand blasting (more C02 emissions), in 
preparation for metal recycling. 
Source: UKAEA, March 2004 

OLIGOPOLISTIC POWER 

The nuclear power industry is a virtual monopoly: 
The atomic engineering firm Westinghouse owns 
65% of the world's licences for reactor building. 
Source: Review of BNFL commissioned by the 
DTI 

Nearly 25% of the world's nuclear power stations 
are in the USA. 

CONTRADICTIONS AND CONTAMINANTS 

After the Chernobyl disaster the Italians voted to 
close down their nuclear power programme and 
rejected plans to srore spent fuel. 

Power cuts occurred in Italy during Summer 2003 
afrer transmission faults developed at French 
nuclear power stations. (France exports power to 
the UK at peak hours.) The UK imported 57 rons 
of Italy's spent fuel for plutonium and uranium 
recovery. 

Irradiated of the world unite, you have nothing ro 
lose but your faded genes. 

There are now 435 nuclear power stations in the 
world; 25% of capacity is in the USA. Germany 
will close its old nuclear power stations but none 
will be closed as a result of renewable energy use 
and RWE will continue building reactors. Swedes 
voted to close their plants. But radioactive material 
'bio-concentrates' and is not contained by borders. 

HANGING ON TO POWER 

The first fact sheet dealing with the costs of nuclear 
power was produced in 1970 when it was circulated 
to friends, people at Friends of the Earth and students. 
It was prompted by my research into environmental 
problems while on a Churchill Fellowship in ecology 
and my work with Peter Van Dresser and other solar 
energy buffi in New Mexico. Eventually it was 
published in the "Bulletin of Environmental 
Education'' under the editorship of Colin Ward. 

At the time no one else seemed interested in any kind 
of critique of nuclear power, environmental or 
otherwise. "Why are you against progress?" was the 
response from one serious-minded conservationist. It 
was also common ro encounter the argument that 
nuclear power would provide the answer to 
exponential growth in fossil fuel consumption and 
the associated problems, and there was complacency 
about environmental problems and the question of 
energy even within environmental organisations. It 
must be conceded though that a lot of effort was 
expended at the time on "Red Data Book'' issues, 
supersonic transport, waste, non-returnable bottles 
and the trade in animal skins of endangered species, 
which left less time ro campaign about nuclear power. 

The second fact sheet on nuclear power is different 
in its emphasis because some things have changed 
even though problems with nuclear power remain 
unresolved; not least those of nuclear waste and the 
cost of producing and buying nuclear-generated 
electricity. It opens with a critique by the physical 
chemist Sir Frederick Soddy (my erstwhile tutor's 
tutor), dating from 1954, who in 1903 with Curie, 
Laborde and Ramsay (and Aston's mathematical 
work) established that " ... the energy liberated in 
the natural transmutation of the radio-elements, 
uranium and thorium, exceeded by a million fold 
the energy of ordinary chemical change ... " thus 
predating Einstein's statement of the equivalence of 
mass and energy, and interpretation of Hasenohrl's 
equation in 1904. 

In 2004 there is a perceived renewal of faith in 
nuclear power on the grounds that it is the only 
way for the industrialised world to deal with 
increasing carbon dioxide emissions and hence the 
abatement of global warming and climate changes. 
The Government has named possible sites for three 
new plants. James Lovelock, the atmospheric 
chemist, and the Centre for Alternative Technology 
recently declared their interest in the revival of the 
nuclear option, despite the contradictions of doing 
so. Additionally environmentalists such as David 
Bellamy have opposed the development of 'wind 
farms'. 

The nuclear power industry is highly centralised, 
specialised, capital-intensive and opaque to inquiry. 
As with all large infrastructure projects it receives 
large public funding. Also, only a small group of 
people are informed about the building and 
operation of reactors. The rest of us have to rely on 
what we are rold. Nuclear reactors require very 
strong structures ro provide protection against 
accidents and they are very complex. Yet this makes 
them also very vulnerable. Because of all this 
perhaps there is a determination ro hang to power. 

Since 1954 and certainly since 1974 the world has 
become potentially a more dangerous place. It is 
unlikely that national atomic energy authorities will 
be able to make all the plants safe from terrorist 
attacks or free of accidents on the scale of 
Chernobyl. There is too the pressure from rising 
fossil fuel consumption, especially in China and 
India, volatile oil and gas prices, and the eventual 
peak in oil production. 

My own experience supports the contention of 
others such as the Rocky Mountain Institute, that 
about six sevenths of the electrical power used today 
is wasted. But unlike the Rocky Mountain Institute 
that does not enter into a critique of the dominant 
economic system, I would argue that the UK's 
electricity demand of 337TWh could be reduced so 

Principia Dialectica 07 



much more because capitalism is such a wasteful 
system. Of gas, water and electrical building 
services the level of wastage is more than six 
sevenths. About 80% of heating systems could 
operate much more efficiently because many were 
initially designed according to commercial rather 
than technical considerations such as efficiency or 
environmental conservation. 

In one residential project the annual consumption 
of 1.5 million m3 of gas for space heating and hot 
water can be reduced by 20% 'with the stroke of a 
pen' and by 50% by using very basic technology. 
The system for pricing gas supports this wastage. 
On a housing estate it was possible to eliminate 
£8000 worth of wasted electricity caused by 
unnecessary and redundant floodlighting. In a 
publishing company, electricity use in selected parts 
of the building was reduced by 75% and an increase 
in the efficiency of gas use for space and water 
heating of over 30% was achieved. In many private 
flats a reduction in power requirements for lighting 
of 88% and of gas consumption for domestic hot 
water and space heating of over 30% was achieved. 
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In a community centre reductions in electricity use 
by 80% were achieved in some parts of the building. 
There are so many nonsensical barriers to energy 
efficiency and conservation ro deal with without 
harnessing renewable energies, although that is a 
sound and 'elegant' direction to go in. But 
knowledge of an activity, building or process is 
required in order to achieve some results and this is 
acquired over time. Meanwhile everyone has 
become eminently dispensable and the market 
forces us to rush. So where is the continuity to 
come from that is needed to build up a useful 
analysis of how resources are wasted? 

An outright critique of the capitalist system by 
environmental organisations and pressure groups is 
long overdue but instead there is conformity and 
acquiescence, patchy reforms and gesture politics. 
By not embodying a total critique they risk being 
left on the 'wrong' side of history. 

We in opposition are always expected ro prove or 
substantiate our criticisms but for 50 years there has 
been a tight rein on any information about nuclear 

power stations and the science behind the 
technology, and the veil of secrecy has relieved the 
exponents of nuclear power of any responsibility to 
prove that they are right even when they made 
mistake after mistake. The connection with the 
military has not helped. 

CONCLUSION 

Paradoxically the radioactive contamination of 
nature has revealed knowledge about the way nature 
works - especially food chains and chemical 
pathways. The radioactive contaminants, from 
nuclear tests especially, provided traceable 'markers'. 

But this is not sufficient to justify nuclear tests or 
the Chernobyl plant. We would have probably 
found out the same facts about the structure and 
function of nature by other means, although it 
might have taken longer. And it certainly cannot be 
used to justify the aggressive attempt to hang on to 
power by a relatively small group of well-paid and 
privileged people who understand and are involved 
in the technology of nuclear power. 
Nik Holliman 

Chicken Hawks 
All chose in che U.S. Government/administration who did not fight in the 
army during rhe Vietnam War: Paul Wolfowitz, Dick "Crooked Mouth' 
Cheney, George W Bush ... 
Quoted on Europe 1 radio station by Fran�ois Heisbourg, 14 May 2004. 

Suckers 
$1000 omelette 'available' in a NY restaurant, AK.A. THE ZILLION 
DOLLAR FRITTATA. The omelette is stuffed with caviar and lobster. The 
BBC replicated the dish. It cost £100 co do. No employee at the BEEB 
canteen will ever taste such a delicacy; only chose at che top of the greasy pole 
can enjoy such a snack! 

Gin Alleys All Over Again 
3 56 drinking places in che centre of Nottingham According co Panorama on 6 

June 2004. The police are lose for answers. 
Mayhem all over Britain every weekend. 

Dutch Elm Disease 
Robert Elms, the radio and TV hack visited the Marx Memorial Library (run 
by hard line dust covered Scaliniscs) and said 'there was no evidence Marx 
came co the library, but Lenin, one of his comrades, did.' One of the editors of 
Principia Dialectica was asked to take part in an interview along with someone 
from Freedom about the Situationist lncernacional, hue refused owing co the 
Elm disease: lumping Marx and Lenin together is a contagion that needs co be 
quarantined. It is imperative co distance the 1917 new Kremlin master from 
Marx! Lenin was lucky that Marx was not alive in 1917, because the dialectical 
mind would have savaged the Bolsheviks for what they were - a new class, a 
bureaucratic one. Lenin paved the way for Stalin. 

We leave Mr Elms to ponder on this heavy matter. 

Elm Disease (Part 2) 
That august journal Time Out, (for whom our Mr Elms scribbles 
pontifications on a whole range of banalities as a Mackney Columnist) was 
recently told in no uncertain terms by a member of one of the Notting Hill 
Festival organisers. A cover picture for cheir supplement in August 2004 was 
gready improved by an unimpressed member of a sound crew giving che one 
finger salute. It got past the editor unnoticed. Us here at Principia Dialectica 
can only assume chat Time Out annoys far and wide, with it's vacuous coverage 
of all the latest Speccacular goodies being foisted upon us. Time Out is a 
shadow of it's former Left wing procest rag self; these days you can literally 
hear ic swelling with pride as it lines up to join the merry lemmings hurrying 
co commodify each and every square inch of our Luvverly Capital. 

Aw Nah! 

Senile Stalinists (Part 2) 
As for the Marx Memorial Library, they couldn't even bring themselves to 
review MARX 2000 by Robert Kurz, despite his high regard amongst many 
Marx scholars across all continents. No doubt Kurz's radical interpretation of 
Marx had the trustees of the Lenin/Stalin archives choking on their porridge 
and nervously adjusting their pacemakers. 

"YOU ARE MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN 
AFTER SUCCESS THAN FAILURE." 
Sigmund Freud 

Debts have reached £I trillion in the UK 

(£17,000 for each person) according to Company Store Blues, BBC 
Radio news. 

WORKER DEAD AT HIS DESK FOR FIVE DAYS 
Bosses of a publishing firm are crying to work out why no one noticed chat 
one of cheir employees had been sitting dead at his desk for five days before 
anyone asked if he was feeling okay. 

George Turklebaum, 51, who had been employed as a proof-reader at a new 
York firm for 30 years, had a heart attack in the open-plan office he shared 
with 23 others. He quietly passed away on Monday, hue nobody noticed until 
Saturday morning when an office cleaner asked why he was still working 
during the weekend. His boss Elliot Wachiaski said: "George was always rhe 
first guy in each morning and che last to leave at night, so no-one found it 
unusual char he was in the same position all chat time and didn't say anything. 
He was always absorbed in his work and kept much co himself." A 
post-mortem examination revealed that he had been dead for five days after 
suffering a coronary. 
Birmingham Sunday Mercury, 7 January 2001. 

(Ironically, George was proof-reading manuscripts of medical textbooks when 
he died. You may want to give your colleagues a nudge occasionally. The moral 
of the story - don't work too hard. Nobody notices anyway.) 



"WAR IS THE MASSACRE OF PEOPLE WHO DO NOT KNOW EACH 
OTHER FOR PEOPLE WHO KNOW EACH OTHER BUT DON'T KILL 
EACH OTHER" 
Paul vakry 

POTATOE HEAD! 
Guess who came out with these howlers? 

'A low voter turnout is an indication of fewer people going to the polls' 

'We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur' 

'For NASA, space is still a high priority' 

'Quite frankly, teachers are the only profession chat teach our children' 

'The American people would not want to know of any misquotes that I may 
or may noc make' 

'We're all capable of mistakes, buc I do not care to enlighten you on che 
mistakes we may or may not have made' 

'It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. lc's the impurities in our air 
and water that are doing it' 

'It's time for che human race to enter che solar system' 

'When I have been asked who caused the riots and the killing in LA, my 
answer has been direct and simple: Who is to blame for the riots? The rioters 
are co blame. Who is to blame for che killings? The killers are to blame.' 

'I am not part of the problem. I am a Republican' 

'Illegitimacy is something we should talk about in terms of not having ic' 

'Public speaking is very easy 
All courtesy ofGeorgt Bush II 

Mark Thomas, the so-called comedian said he is an anarcho-Zen-doubter.' He 
was on a radio chat show with Charles "Theme Park" Spencer. Some anarcho 
Zen meeting chat was! 
BBC Radio 4, August 2 2004. 

FOR FOX'S SAKE 
THE OLD division between town and country hit London once more at che 
fag end of Summer 2004. Bliar and co. thought they could use the fox 
q uescion as a diversion from all che real problems ac home a':'d abroa�. The 
only snag - ic backfired. Bliar - like Charles I (he chinks he is more hke 
Cromwell!) decided char the fox must go in an absolute manner with no 
recourse from the House of Lords co reject this edict. Bliar has set a kind of 
civil war in motion. Fox hunting represents 'Old England' complete with all 
those ghastly ancestral traditions. 'Townies' who live in a modern manner find 
fox -hunting barbaric and indeed ic is. But how is ir possible to ban somerhmg 
when people want to carry on with a certain practice? Fox hunting also 
employs quite a lot of people. Bliar - who is always keen co force people back 
to work - is contradicted by his state intervention. Ironically, foxes have found 
refuge in many cowns owing to the mass amounts of food discarded in 
dustbins, and from all the fast food oudets. As for Bliar, he has lost rhe 
countryside vote ... 

Anonymous Necessity (in theory) 
" ... Bur the great difference is chat the social power imposing control over the 
use of things was in rhe nature of the personal authority of the P�aroah, 
obeyed by every member of che ruling set-up. In an exchange society based on 
commodity production, however, rhe social power has lost chis personal 
character and in its place is an anonymous necessity which forces itself upon 
every individual commodity owner. The whole of the hierarchical 
superstructure of the Egyptian society has disappeare�, and the control over 
the use and disposal of things is now exercised anarchically by the mechanism 
of che market in accordance with che laws of private property, which are in fact 
che laws of rhe separation of exchange and use." 
Extract from 'Intt&ctual and Manual Labour by Alfred Sohn Rechel ( 1978) 

Anonymous Necessity (in practice) 
'PALESTINIAN FIRMS 'MAKE MILLIONS' SELLING CHEAP CEMENT 
FOR ISRAEI:S HATED BARRIER Report claims that Arafat knew of deals 
and did nothing' 
Daily Tekgraph 25 July 2004 

REALITY AND APPEARANCE 

An order of £1 billion worth of day was recendy exported from Iran to lcaly. 
Despite all the noise of embargos, trade continues at a furious pace. Ir might 
put you in mind of the conversation between Hitler and his economists •. who 
had to put che mufflers on his crackpot idea of destabilising sterling during 
World War Two by swamping the market with counterfeit currency. 

The Nazi economises pointed out chat it would rebound on the Nazis 
themselves, because they were locked in to che global currency marker as well. 
They quietly returned co the destruction of chat old favourite instead - rhe 
cheapest commodity of them all - human beings. 

Gutted! 
The Daily Mail is apopolecric with fury again .. .rhis rime because 'more than 
1,000 people join the ranks of the long term sick living on benefit' every we�k. 
This 'surge' is a problem chey have been getting puffy cheeked over for a while 
now. As with every righc-wing scare story on 'benefit cheats' the figures are 
usually suspect, but us here at Principia Diakctica are fully aware that th_< non
life of work makes you ill - and the ones in masc danger (co others, not JUSt 
themselves) are those who don't know ic, or find our too lace. All rhac dead 
rime, never to be re-couped. Ir's a real tragedy. Illness is no joke, but to all 
those taking it easy courtesy of the welfare cheque: in che words of that heavy 
metal outfit circa 1979 whose name escapes us (Iron Maiden?) 
... We Salute You! 

The following article was first published in 1922 and reprinted in 
lnternationak Situationnistt, No 11 October 1967. This is the first rime ir has 
appeared in English: 

"There is everything to believe that rhe German Communist Party, in as much 
as it is represented by its actual leaders, adventuriscs and anarchists, will not 
submit to rhe decision of the Internacional, and finding itself outside of it, will 
try probably wich ocher 'leftwing extremist' elements to set up a Fourt

.
h 

International. Our comrade Kollantai has blown during our congress in the 
same little trumpet . le is no secret for anyone rhac our party as the moment is 
the lever of the Communise Internacional. However, Comrade Kollontai has 
presented che state of what's happening in our party in such a ":'ay t�ac it 

. 
would seem that rhe working masses - with Comrade Kollonta.t leading - will 
be compelled, one month earlier or late, to make a third revolution in order to 
establish a "true" Soviet regime. Bue why a chird and not a fourth, since the 
chird revolution made in the name of the "veritable'' regime of Soviets has 
already taken place during the month of February in Kronstadt? ( ... )There are 
still leftwing extremists in Holland, maybe there are still more in other 
countries, I do not know if they have been taken into consideration. However, 
one thing is for sure. Their number is not extraordinary and it 

.
is the peril of

. 
becoming numerous which would menace the Fourth lnternattonal the least 1f 
by chance ir came to be ser up." 

Trotsky, 'A School of Revolutionary Strategy. The Third Congress of the 
Internacional Communises', as reported in 'Nouvelk Etapt 1922. 

Trotsky wtnt on to Jet up a Fourth International. Finally, the executioner becamt 
the executed in 1940. 

"SHE DOESN'T WANT TO BE OFF CAMERA." 
warren 'Stud' Beatty speaking about MADONNA, well-known contortionist. 

LOVE OF WORK 
DUE TO ABSENCE 

MORAL OF REAL LIFE 

POSTURING 

SOME OBSTACLES ON THE WAY TO THE 

NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. .. 
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TH E TRAGEDY 
OF SEXUAL 
LIBE RATION 

Is it feasible to criticise the permissive society 
without lining up with the moral majority and 
Daily Mail columnists? I believe it is, and it is 
necessary today more than ever. What differentiates 
us from the Right is that they hark back to a past 
that is largely imaginary, whereas we wish to move 
forward and look to the future. 

The Right look back to a time when so called 
'family values' with the sexual politics of either 
heterosexual monogamy in the form of the 
institution of marriage or chastity, choosing to 
forget the hypocrisy and repression of the Victorian 
era and the suffering that the double standards 
brought to both women and homosexual men in 
particular. It is on this basis that they criticise the 
'permissive society' wishing for a return to an 
idealised era when values were only skin deep. 

It is essential we critique our society's very 
foundation, before we look at its effect on peoples' 
relationships. The value of today's capitalist society 
infiltrate our lives at every level. To use the well 
worn feminist statement, one separates the personal 
from the political at one's peril. Indeed, the 
separation of the 'personal' from the 'political' 
spheres is in fact one of the results of capitalist 
society itself. In pre-capitalist societies, the divide 
between private and public had not yet been 
invented. 

Alienated labour has the result of separating the 
producer from the product. With the advent of 
assembly line production craftsmanship 
disappeared. In the days of craftsmanship an artisan 
would not only make his goods that he lived from 
but would also know his purchasers directly. Today 
a buyer of a product in a supermarket has no 
interaction with the producers, of whom are more 
than one individual since the commodity in itself 
assembled by pans. In the era of globalisation the 
commodity is removed from the consumer to a 
degree hitherto unknown. Local markets are an 
increasingly rare phenomenon, increasingly 
commodified for the tourist sector alone. 

The producers cannot look at what they have 
made and see the fruits of their labour and part of 
themselves reflected back. Instead, they get paid in 
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the form of money, which they exchange for other 
commodities, some of which are essential to life, 
others patently not. The market has in itself an 
ability to create needs in people which they 
formerly didn't know they had. In Western society, 
the economy is in fact based on consumption rather 
than production, as industrial capital has largely 
been moved to the so called 'developing world.' 
where labour is cheaper. Hence, what Marx termed 
'commodity fetishism' has reached a ludicrous level. 
People work in the administration of the service 
sector, producing nothing, spending what is a lot of 
their time on socially useless labour in order to 
consume more and more. Wages are spent on 
intoxicants such as alcohol or drugs in order to 
escape from the drudgery of everyday life. 

Alienated labour not only alienates producers 
from their products and their consumers but 
alienates people from themselves, thwarting growth 
and creativity. This alienation cannot but have a 
detrimental effect on peoples' relationships with 
one another. The system attempts to compensate 
for this by the worship of the commodity, creating 
more and more needs, more and more commodities 
so that the cycle continues . .  Anything that 
attempts to subvert the culture is quickly seized 
upon up the establishment and turned into it's 
opposite-this is a process commonly known as 
rarification. 

The sexual revolution of the 1960s is one such 
example. What was initially a movement for human 
liberation has now turned into it's opposite-a 
vehicle for further repression. In consumer society 
the commodity along with the hierarchy of order 
giving, are the main forms of oppression, 
ideologically built into and dependent upon the 
(waning but still prevalent) nuclear family. Indeed, 
sex is now one of the most successful of all 
commodities available-moreover, it's success 
ensures that it helps to sell all the others 
commodities. 

The pioneering investigator of sexuality, Wilhelm 
Reich failed to foresee this phenomena, having 
believed that an authoritarian society could not co
exist without sexual repression. Indeed, it cannot, 

but repression does not have to be of the kind that 
existed in the 1930s. Herbert Marcuse, although he 
made a devastating critique of our technological 
society in Eros and Civilization failed to foresee the 
extent to which the sexual revolution could be 
incorporated. He hoped that a release of repression 
and a liberation of the id could mount a successful 
challenge to the status quo, in all fairness it did for 
a short time for a privileged and lucky few, but was 
quickly re-incorporated. Many feminists held this 
view in some variation or other. The major goals of 
the radical feminists (to abolish the nuclear family 
and socialise child rearing) has not come to 
fruition, and some thanks must go to their liberal 
heirs, now incorporated into positions of 
management who defend the institution of the 
family for matters of expediency or who view their 
past position as 'naive.' 

In short, the commodity is an object, a thing. It 
is defined by it's use value. When it wears out or 
the owner tires of it, it is discarded to be replaced 
with a new one. To realise how sex is a commodity, 
we must face the unpleasant fact that humans are 
the cheapest, most expendable of all commodities. 
The system has written in fail safe protection, so 
that when a human becomes redundant, it's 
expedition is done as painlessly and as profitably as 
possible-usually with the enlistment, willing or 
not, of a low paid slave army of women workers 
(domestics, home helps, mothers, sisters and 
nurses.) 

The most extreme example of commodification 
of women is prostitution. Although we can snigger 
and refer to it as 'the oldest profession' it has taken 
on the form of a particularly alienated type under 
consumer capitalism. In pre-capitalist patriarchal 
societies, (and even under early industrial 
capitalism) all women were the property of men, a 
main difference being that the wife was the 
property of one man, the whore the property of 
many. The whore was hypocritically shunned by 
society for providing the extra marital sex that the 
ruling class of men themselves demanded. 

One may well ask the obvious question-if we 
are supposedly ' liberated' why does prostitution still 





exist? The answer is simple-if people are alienated 
by the commodity economy, human relationships 
will be inevitably stunted. Capitalism does not 
eradicate poverty or addiction, therefore women 
choose this profession not often out of choice but 
out of financial necessity. In a society where status 
is accorded to how many useless commodities you 
own, human relationships are often forced to 
operate within the parameters of a jungle, and the 
jungle can be a very lonely place. It creates very 
unique needs, for both the provider and the 
'punter.' 

During the act of prostitution, sex is totally 
alienated. The woman alienates herself from her 
own body during the act, having to 'switch off ' or 
'disassociate' as it is not an act she has chosen for 
love nor fun but for money. The man sees the 
woman not as human but purely as an object for 
his own use and relief. When he has finished he will 
leave and most probably not even know her name. 
He knows nothing about her. She is all cunt. 

We must also bear in mind that, essentially, 
society still is male dominated. Double standards 
still operate in the culture of permissive society. 
Patriarchal societies, where 'the law of the father' 
prevails take on different forms. Indeed, capitalism 
can accommodate equal rights for women, to a 
degree. However, especially during a time when 
welfare is being eroded under the guise of neo
liberalism, is it difficult to envisage a capitalism 
with socialised child rearing and alternate forms of 
living save for the somewhat more relaxed nuclear 
family. Were such a thing to succeed it would not 
only undermine the patriarchal family but the 
institutions of society as a whole, hence the state 
has always resisted such demands. 

Radical feminism has retreated into New Age 
superstition, goddess worship and praise of 
feminine values (intuition, nurture, closeness to 
nature etc.) but if we look at the alternative on offer 
(strangely enough, the hybrid of neo-conservative 
Blairism features a high dose of this new age 
feminism, courtesy of The Chinless Wonder Cherie 
and her entourage) whether it be left or right wing 
capitalism, we can hardly blame feminism itself for 
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the retreat. When male leftists use this as a way to 
denigrate feminism, it says more abut the 
bankruptcy of their own ideology than anything 
else, whatever the shortcomings of feminism as a 
whole. For why are radical feminists flocking to the 
safety of wiccan rituals rather than seeking 
revolutionary change? Because they perceive 
correctly that such ideologies have nothing to offer 
women, that is why. 

Herbert Marcuse challenged both the cult of 
reason under technological society and the split 
between spirit and matter, reason and emotion. 
Under patriarchal rationality, objectivity and 
transcendence are masculine features, as are activity 
and toughness -what one may term 'machismo.' 
Feminine qualities are passivity, subjectivity 
emotion and imminence. These 'feminine' qualities 
have always been defined in the negative in all 
philosophy and science within patriarchal societies, 
radical philosophies such as Marxism being no 
exception. 

It has been speculated that women have 
unbound the chains of old fashioned patriarchy and 
found themselves subject to a new tyranny. For in 
today's values of neo liberalism and permissiveness 
(selfish individualism, socially Darwinist and a 
commercial free-for-all) there is no place for 
'feminine' values-witness the growth of 'the new 
Ladettes' in recent years. Whilst the fight to 
establish a subjectivity for women, free from the 
mediation of men has been a project in operation 
since the 1960s in Western Europe and North 
America at least, does that mean that so called 
'feminine values' should be eradicated? I do not 
believe that this was ever the original message of 
women's liberation, but that is how the ideology of 
capitalism has taken it, an easy way to incorporate 
it into the establishment. 

According to the prevailing ideology, a liberated 
woman fits into the ideal of Capitalist Man, an 
ideal that has already oppressed men for long 
enough, driving too many men to despair and 
suicide because they cannot live up to the 
'macho man' fallacy. 

A liberated woman behaves exactly as Capitalist 

Man. She is selfish, putting her own self esteem 
above others, she will not hesitate to step over her 
'weaker' sisters. Like her male counterpart, she is 
'feisty', aggressive. She is 'rational' and despises 
women who are weak, who dare to display emotion 
or subjectivity. She is driven by what Marcuse 
termed 'the performance principle' - hence career 
and financial success comes first, before 
relationships with others as human beings. In the 
permissive society she is liberated. She 'has a good 
bonk for the sake of it' just as men have done for 
centuries, no strings attached. Never mind the man 
she is fucking, whether he is human or not. This is 
the ideal, and she resembles Capitalist Man in every 
aspect but two. 

Firstly, underneath that hard shell, she must 
remain sexy-willing to wear the right clothes and 
underwear to please her man (see The Spice Girls 
and their version of 'feminism' ) so as to show off 
her curves in the right places. Secondly, we must 
remember that men busy foraging for survival in 
the capitalist jungle need to have someone to lean 
on, to help heal their psychic wounds., so she must 
always be prepared to revert back into a traditional 
role and be a crutch for him when the Capitalist 
nightmare out there becomes all too real. Take a 
look at the burgeoning display of 'self help' books 
in any bookshop-a huge slice of the market is 
aimed at assisting women in attracting men. Not 
only must modern woman be tough and 
independent, but she must also be willing to be a 
support for men when they need it- traditional 
when required. 

What does this new feminism ask of men? 
Nothing. Men do not have to change, it is, as usual, 
down to women. In order to survive in the rat race, 
women must take on this masculine qualities while 
at the same time retaining a minimal amount of 
feminine mystique to keep men interested. As 

usual, we must fit into the patterns of what men 
want, not what we want to be ourselves. Twenty
first century man doesn't want 'simpering' , 'needy' 
or hysterical women, unlike his chivalrous Victorian 
predecessor. In other words he does not want the 
responsibility of dealing with emotion, he wants sex 

THE SCRJBBLER 
Phillipe Sollers is a weird character, he not only admires Heidegger, he is a 
fetishist of the author of the book and film The Society of the Spectacle, ( 1967) 
Guy Debord. He even did a ghastly documentary about him complete with 
cigarette holder. Sollers is a real poseur. Laughable. Jn the Sixties, Sollers was a 
Maoist with his rag Tel Quel A few days after finishing his eulogy of Debord, 
Sollers ran to the Vatican and kissed the Pope's hand! Sollers is a Catholic. He 
is one of those that control Le Monde des Livres. He is in charge of the cordon 
sanitaire: Real censorship.We loathe Sollers and the rest of his crew. 

"Exclusion of the Spirit Within" 
Jon Snow speaking about the fences at Glastonbury, 28 June 2002 on 
Channel Four 

SOAP OPER AS REPLACING REAL LIFE 
So many are hooked, especially women, but an equal number of men and 
children view Eastenders as a kind of documentary. It is incredible. It was 
reported recently that the streets of Algeria were empty when Dynasty was 
shown on TV Glamour is always better than life, especially when the country 
is under the heel of a military dictatorship. Escapism is big business. Strangely 
enough a soap opera in Brazil a few years ago was used to destabilize the 
military junta: the Brazilian 'GLOBO' network used a well-known soap to 
flush out the generals. Here in Britain the mess known as 
EastendersCoronationStreetDale helps to keep everything ticking along nicely. 
Soaps sell all the illusions about the commodity racket, they keeps everyone in 
their place. The actors, writers, technicians do well out of it, and all those 
millions of viewers, not a few of them in despair at the rottenness of daily life, 
suck on it as they would any other narcotic or stimulant. It helps break the day 
up, just like a fag, and in the absence of real life, you can celebrate a fictional 
misery and talk to some imaginary friends. Is it by chance that Bliar is at home 
in the soap's studios? Populism at its worst. Rubbish like Eastenders helps to 
solidify vulgarity at every level of society, and recycles the odd 'Cor Blimey 
Guv'nor I'm A Cockney Sparrar Working Class Geezer' myrh, when this is 
quite simply a mirage, used to help keep the whole 'dash of classes' critique on 
the life support system. Ironically, even the Queen watches all the garbage. 
(The end of Royalty is nigh - Prince Albert and Victoria used to study Marx's 
Capital in their spare time. They asked Marx to visit them at the palace for a 
chat. Of course, he refused.) How times have changed! 

DAVE BLACK - he of Dunaskevskaya's Hobgoblin/News & Letters mob - on 
this side of the Pond - lamented recently that 'he won't give up on the working 
class.' Hmmm. I'm still waiting for that Shirley Richards who took my phone 
number back in 1978 to get back to me too. I know she will ... 



without emotional binds. For this purpose the so 
called 'liberated' woman serves him fine. In order to 
'get a good bonk for the sake of it' a Victorian 
middle class gentleman would either have had to 
visit a brothel or seduce a working class wench with 
flattery and lies only in order to abandon her and 
leave her to be shunned by society. Today's 
gentleman does not have to resort to such tactics 
for a fuck. Today, the task is relatively easy, as many 
women subscribe to the ideology of alienated sex 
and he will find a willing woman far easier, unless 
she is unliberated and naive enough to believe he 
loves her. If there are emotional consequences then 
he cannot be held responsible, and indeed it will be 
the woman who is at fault for not being liberated. 

Has anybody considered that when right wing 
women attack liberal feminism they are perhaps 
trying to defend the only protection they have ever 
had (family values, after all, do imply some 
responsibility for men on the part of their sexual 
behavour) which is being attacked precisely by this 
ideology that suits the current stage of capitalism? 

Getting to the major point: a reminder that the 
sexual and social revolutions must be combined. 
Women will not be free until men are free, but 
without understanding the oppression of women 
we will not be able to understand the oppression of 
humanity. This means understanding what form 
the oppression of today takes. The all pervasive 
form of oppression is that of the commodity, along 
with that of performance or output. Ironically, 
'performance' has long been linked ro male 
sexuality. The commodification of sex is no longer 
confined ro prostitution and 'obscene' publications 
procured in shops in dark alleyways as it was in 
Vicrorian England. It is no longer the privilege of 
the whore (along with all men) ro enjoy a good 
honk for the sake of it but this privilege has been 
extended by the commodity worshipping patriarchy 
ro include all women. I am not in favour of 
censorship, but one cannot walk past a news-stand 
or advertising hoarding without seeing the 
commodification of women's bodies. We are daily 
reminded of the contempt many men feel for us, 
regarding us as nothing but sexual objects. In order 

to promote 'equality' the commodification of men's' 
bodies is also busily at work-as Calvin Klein 
knows only too well. 

Due to the alienation within society and the 
worship of the commodity form above all things, 
human relationships are stunted to a level 
unforeseen by Marx. We all have to constantly fight 
the tendency to see other people as use values, and 
not as human beings. Sex is stripped of it's human 
content and is seen as a means to an end, that of 
relief and orgasm. No emotional connection is 
needed. During the early years of the sexual 
revolution many women had problems with this; it 
was not uncommon for young women to complain 
of feeling used by men. In response, they were told 
they were not liberated if they refused a man's 
sexual advances. Man have equated sex without love 
as like a Chinese takeaway.-satisfying at the time 
but soon forgotten. If this is how human beings 
relate to each other in terms of sex, the most 
intimate of acts, then we are in a sad state. A 
takeaway is the quickest form of edible 
commodities, and if one reduces a human to that 
state what does it say about the other person? He or 
she is not human, merely sustenance, just like the 
animals farmed and cooked to make the meal. 

In the dialogue of masters and slaves, the slave 
was not a full human being-he was sub-human. 
The masters had to use this ideology to keep the 
slaves in their place. Therefore, if all human beings, 
under the guise of 'sexual liberation' are reduced to 
the level of things, commodities, objects, we are not 
free as the ideologues claim bur rather are all slaves 
to the market, a machine that Man has made but 
has lost control of, a Frankenstein's monster he 
must bow before and take Woman with him. We 
must resist this monster, and women must be in the 
forefront of the struggle against it. We must not 
comply and do men what they have done to us for 
centuries-treat them as objects. This does not 
mean retreating into New Age mysticism, bur we 
should not take on the values of commodity 
capitalism, a product of patriarchy, and being our 
won and somehow liberating. They are not 
liberating bur are simply replacing one form of 

slavery with another. Once we may have been slaves 
to individual men (and we still are in too many 
cases) but neither would we be slaves of the market 
and the commodity. Man too must resist. 
Commodified sex is abusive not only to the victim 
but also to the victimiser. In the case of the 
prostitute and the client both are being exploited in 
different ways-the woman is alienating her 
emotions from her body while the man is doing the 
same in a different way-he is alienating his 
sexuality from his emotions by seeing the woman as 
a commodity. In today's age of permissiveness this is 
done on a wider scale withour the exchange of 
money-men and women use each other as sexual 
objects without recognising each other as full 
human beings, quite often without emotionally 
connecting in any sense. Sex is stripped of all 
meaning: a man can masturbate inside a woman 
whilst a woman can use a man like a vibrator. This 
is quite often the reality of 'sexual liberation.' 

What is not needed is a return to 'family values' 
but instead a recognition of others as full human 
beings. This does not mean that in order to have 
sexual relations men and women must agree to be 
partners for life, indeed, ties are not always wanted 
or desirable, but in a society free from the dead 
weight of commodity fetishism we can expect to see 
a flowering of human .relationships, for now 
unimaginable. At present, when women gaze at a 
crowd of men, they often see and hear an inaudible 
fuzz of noise, representative of nothing except a 
brutal and valueless mass. They merely see the 
walking, talking representation of a myth. 

Under capitalism both men and women 
represent -at one extreme-a projected fantasy, 
whilst at the other terminal sits the nightmare. In a 
healthier, saner society the divide between work and 
leisure will be fundamentally altered, and people 
will be free to develop their creative potential and 
their sexuality, and to find partners that are suitable 
and able to fulfil their needs. A human in touch 
with his or her emotions must be more able to form 
fulfilling relationships than is an alienated 
individual trapped in the gaze of the commodity. 
Liz Hoskyn 
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THE SUPER SOARAWAY SUN 
There's nothing more boring than sniping at the SWP. It's like shooring fish in 
the proverbial barrel, and besides, many of them are genuine rebels who hate 
the system they find chemselves enmeshed within. Nevertheless, hard facts 
have to be pointed out, and lies are particularly nauseating from such a Puritan 
bunch. Figures for national paper sales of Socialist WOrker are kept under mice 
wraps - only the inner circle ace allowed ro know the truth, reason being 
(presumably) sales of the paper are so crap it would 'demoralise the comrades.' 
Well, gee ready for a solar plexus punch, comrade: most issues only just hit the 
2,000 mark. Time to apply some market forces and sack the editor, brothers. 

THE MYTH OF CHE GUEVARA STILL LINGERS ON. 
As Le Mont:U (October 2004) pointed ouc, his humanism was a bit thin on the 
ground. The Che was otten a volunteer for firing squads. He would have killed 
about 400 people (all enemies of the Cuban 'Revolucion' of course) This figure 
was not mentioned by Le Monde. All those posters in so many bedrooms 
dripping with blood! 

THE RISE OF FUNDAMENTALISM IS A HORRIFYING 
PHENOMENON. 
The crisis in many spheres (work, family, world affairs, love, environment) is 
accelerating che rise of all sons of fundamentalisms (most major religions have 
a fundamental side to chem) It is a response co che crisis. People cling on to 
ratts in the storm. We need co find a way-ouc with rational logical discourses. 
We, for our pan at Principia Dialectica are offering chis first issue as pan of 
that project. Indeed, there is a need to assemble and welcome critical minds in 
order to fight the menace of fundamentalisms in all their forms. Political 
Correctness is a scraicjackec which often scops all dialogue. The Aucomaton 
Logic mows down many illusions as well as many lives. It is horrific. 

THE HORRIFIC REALITY OF DRUGS OUGHT NOT TO ESCAPE 
ANYONE. 
Many of the inner cicy problems can be amibuced to the hard drug trade; its 
consequences on the health of the users who quickly become addicted. h also 
fuels deadly turf wars. Many have illusions about drugs. le is a deadly business 
from which gangsters profit. The amaccion co some, especially those opposed 
co the system, is that chose involved in the drugs business enjoy an aura of 
noteriecy or auchenticicy. A system which demands dull conformicy appears co 
be negated by those 'oudaws' on the edge, but in face these outlaws are really 
banal, sad, consumer junkies. Goons like Guy Richie (Madge's other half) love 
to fetishise the disgusting mess on celluloid. Alexander Trocchi (lauded as the 
greatest literary find of the 20th Century by some) never recovered from 
taking heroin. For so many years we heard rumours that he was dead, dying, 
half dead, and everycime he recovered, until he died in 1984, weakened by his 
addictions. He resigned from the Situationist Internacional in the early sixties 
because he wanted to pursue a literary career, but afrer writing Cain's Book, he 
never really wrote anything of note. His Longbook never saw the light of day. 
Trocchi was stuck in the novel quagmire. He was otten invited on TV panels 
when che subject of drugs was being discussed and invariably Trocchi said 
drugs were safe to take. In fact Trocchi was some kind of guru to many in the 
media/cultural mileu. 

Drugs had a devestating effect on Trocchi's family. His wife Lyn died of an 
overdose. When pregnant she was cakng heroin; her first son had cancer of the 
bone marrow and died very young. His younger brother committed suicide by 
jumping from the roof of his dad's flat. Poor kid, all alone in che World. 

Aucodestruction all over. 



DIALECTIC OF TH E 
CONCRETE AN D 
OF TH E ABSTRACT 

The reader of Capital who follows the dynamics of 
the analysis cannot fail to be struck by its 
fundamental character consisting of the continuous 
metamorphosis of appearance and reality. It might 
seem strange that, formally, dialectics is seldom 
mentioned in Capital In fact, in his analysis, Marx 
does not talk about dialectics: he is in the dialectic. 
The overlooking of this situation which has no 
precedents - a situation whereby the analysis is 
itself a praxis - can give rise to serious 
misunderstandings. It is a situation which in fact 
obtains in all the analyses of Capital, beginning 
with the analysis of exchange-value and extending 
to the transformation of values into prices. Capital 
'personalises' itself and becomes the historical agent. 
It appears so and this appearing becomes a reality. 
But ultimately there are always authentic agents, 
hidden by the continually changing play of the 
transformation of what appears and what is. The 
true agents in the struggle with the omnipotent 
abusive agent, i.e., capital, are always men. 

It is not only a matter of one appearance and one 
reality: that would be too simple. It is a matter of a 
reality which, having become appearance, functions 
as if it were not appearance, i.e., it functions as an 
appearance which has become real and which, 
therefore, is real. The tension that guides the entire 
analysis is the search for what is hidden beyond the 
appearances, the ideologies, and the constructions 
whose real nature as arbitrary constructions has been 
forgotten. These constructions are ghosts of a very 
special nature, ghosts that act as if they were real 
and have all the means to do so. Real men, although 
they know themselves to be so, feel as if they had 
been transformed into ghosts: something of the sort 
that happens in Kafka's Metamorphosis. The human 
possibility of losing oneself is continually present: 
the labyrinth changes its structure at the very 
moment in which it is entered. It moves in a world 
of magic, of enchantment, of masks. 'Value does not 
stalk about with a label describing what it is. It is 
value rather that converts every product into a social 
hieroglyphic.' (1) Marx wants to decipher the 
hieroglyphic, beginning with the 'mystery' of the 
fetishization of commodities. 
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The critique of political economy aims at 
discovering what is hidden behind the enigmatic 
character of the fetishism of commodities. 
Bourgeois economics is not a neutral science: it 
forces society into fetishization. Hence, Marx 
begins his analysis with a study of the two factors 
that characterize commodities: use value and 
exchange-value. Exchange value, he says, is the 
'phenomenal form of value.' In general, value is 
what it is only because 'human labour in the 
abstract has been embodied or 
materialised in it.' (2) The values of commodities 
are crystals of human labour, crystals of social 
substance.' This crystallisation ignores the concrete 
individuals, and therefore makes a concrete society 
an impossibility. The abstract categories of 
economics as a science, the bad use of such a 
science, function so that the value of labour is 
hidden by the commodity. Because of this, it is very 
difficult to analyse the commodity. 'A commodity 
appears at first sight a very trivial thing, and easily 
understood. Its analysis shows that it is, in reality, a 
very queer thing, . .'(3) 

In order to explain this complexity, Marx points 
out that the relation among commodities qua 
values must not be understood as a relationship 
between two physical things. He writes: 'In the 
same way, the light from an object is perceived by 
us not as the subjective excitation of our optic 
nerve, but as the objective form of something 
outside the eye itself. But, in the act of seeing, there 
is in al events, an actual passage of light from one 
thing to another, from the external object to the 
eye. There is a physical relation between physical 
things. But it is different with commodities. There, 
the existence of the things qua commodities, and 
the value-relation between the products of labour 
which stamps them as commodities, have absolutely 
no connection with their physical properties and 
with the material relations arising therefrom. There 
it is a definite social relation between men, that 
assumes, in their eyes, the fantastic form of a 
relation between things.' (4) 

Fetishism, in a determinate social relation, which 
is that of capitalism, is changed, therefore, into 

physical relations between physical things, and the 
social relations which are no longer the relations 
between workers who create the value of labour, 
become relations among things of a physical nature. 
These relations, so conceived, Marx calls fantastic, 
since, as has been seen 'they have absolutely 
nothing to do with their physical nature.' Naturally, 
this does not mean that the real and concrete man 
does not labour upon material and natural objects, 
and that he does not live nature as his inorganic 
body, but it means that social relations must not be 
reduced to naturalistic relations. In this sense, Marx 
is against the naturalization of social relations and 
the naturalization of the labour produced by 
concrete and social man - by the living worker. The 
naturalization is the transformation of living labour 
into dead labour; this transformation is typical of 
capitalism. In fact, capital is dead while only the 
labour that produces value is alive. As such, 
capitalism forces the producer of labour, the worker, 
to live as if he were dead, and colonialism, for 
instance forces those who are colonized to live only 
to the extent which suffices to allow exploitation, 
with the recurring temptation of destroying them. 

Marx further clarifies his analysis when he 
explains that the crystallization of labour into 
commodities is abstract naturalism to the extent 
that it ignores history, to the extent that it fails to 
realize that social relations are historical relations. 
The naturalized relations of the bad use of 
economics are therefore historical relations. The 
categories of economics are founded upon real 
history, and this is what capitalism does not want to 
recognize. Conceived outside their foundation - a 
foundation in which concrete men live in the world 
and nature even if only as concrete men that are 
forced to live as if they were abstract - the 
categories are abstract categories of the intellect. At 
any rate, these abstract categories reflect an 
objective society. This happens because in bourgeois 
society abstract categories function as if they were 
concrete, i.e., because in bourgeois society the 
worker really lives as if he were an abstraction, and 
the relations among workers are conceived as if they 
were relations of physical nature. 'The categories of 



bourgeois political economy are forms of the intellect that have objective truth 
in as far as they reflect real social relations, but these relations belong only to 
this determined historical epoch where the production of commodities is the 
mode of social production. ' Which is characterised by fetishization. 

It is therefore typical of the mode of production of capitalist society that 
abstract categories become concrete in it, because such a society is organised 
according to abstract categories which have become objective, and, at the same 
time, according to social relations that are conceived as relations among physical 
things. What we have here is an abstraction and a fetishization, or 
naruralization, and these are tied in with the fact that capitalist society does not 
want to recognize that even abstractions and fetishizations are founded upon 
real history, upon an historical period that must be transformed. 

Marxism is a critique of a badly used science. The bad use of the categories 
of economics is abstract to the extent that it is the contrary of real development 
and of the meaning of truth of such a development. Therefore, even capitalist 
society, which is reflected in the false usage of economics, is the contrary of real 
society. It is an overturned society in which the abstract is concrete and the 
concrete abstract, in which physical nature turns into social relations, and social 
relations become physical nature. 

'Man's reflection on the forms of social life, and consequently, also scientific 
analysis of those forms, take a course directly opposite to that of their actual 
historical development. He begins, post festum, with the results of the process 
of development ready at hand before him. The characters that stamp products 
as commodities, and whose establishment is a necessary preliminary to the 
circulation of commodities, have already acquired the stability of natural self
understood forms of social life, before man seeks to decipher, not their 
historical character, for in his eyes they are immutable, but their meaning. '  

The analysis must study capitalist society and has to  begin with the data of 
that society. Since capitalist society is inverted, the analysis is forced to follow a 
movement opposite to the real one. But the analysis is true if if it is aware of 
this abstraction into which it is forced. It traces back, therefore, from the data 
and from the commodities already fixed in circulation, ro their origin. It 

discovers the contradictions of capitalist society because it discovers that the 
capitalistic usage of science unaware that it reflects an inverted movement, is a 
mistaken usage. It is very important to understand this point which is 
connected with the way Marx uses 'abstraction' in Capital. He moves from the 
abstract toward the concrete, and he discovers that this contradiction transforms 
itself into a praxis aimed at the constitution of a society free of fetishized 
abstractions. 
In capitalist society real things appear as what they are not. But to the extent 
that the worker is always a concrete man, even if he is forced to live as an 
abstract man because of the abstraction that functions as if it were concrete, real 
things appear as what they are since the worker is really forced to live as if he 
were an abstraction. In other words, capitalist relations, says Marx, are natural 
relations among persons and social relations among things: consequently, they 
appear as such, and hide the partial man by presenting him as total. What is 
real here is what is not true. Capitalist reality is contradictory because it is not 
the true reality. Becoming conscious of this situation guides the praxis which 
has as its task the constitution of a reality according to the meaning of truth. 

To the extent that it wants to bring about a concrete society of men that can 
harmoniously develop themselves, Marxism is the true defence of the human 
person, of his reality, and of his truth. The society Marxism wants to bring 
about is the society of live and true men, i.e., of living labour. 
Enzo Paci 

Notes 

(I) Marx, Capital , vol 1, Foreign Language Publising House (Moscow n.d.) p.7 
(2) Ibid., p.38 
(3) Ibid. 
(4) Ibid., p75 

This article is the first part of three extracts. It first appeared in Italian as the 
last chapter of Funzione delle Scienze e Significato dell"Uomo. (Milan, 1964) pp. 
440 -466 and was re-published in Telos Vol. 2, No. 1, Spring 1969 
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Longer faces (than usual) at Marxism 2004 
Any masochists out there might well have been in the audience of Marxism 
2004 this summer; attendance was well down, and you would have been 
forgiven for thinking you had stumbled into a Militant/Socialist Parry wake 
such was the size of the crowd, except for the fact that 'the Millies' are 
probably allowed to enjoy themselves a bit more. A glimmer of excitement 
threatened to raise it's head when some rag sellers from Class War turned up -
it looked as if the whole of the SWP National Committee had come out to 
keep a beady eye on them! No doubt parry apparatchik John Rees is partly to 
blame for the poor turnout - not only had he got the parry faithful out on 'the 
knock' for each and every waking moment leading up co (each and every) 
election this year so far, but then he asked 'the comrades' what the hell did 
they think they were doing sitting around in meetings at Marxism when they 
should be out canvassing in Leicester to help get him 2% of the vote! The 
lemmings jumped straight on a coach for a bit more self-flagellation and left 
London behind. 'The Revolutionary Parry' (which doesn't mention revolution 
any more these days for fear of alienating it's new client base) doesn't even 
meet in pubs for meetings these days in case it alienates Muslim women! 
Surely, that is part of the attraction - doing just what your parents hate? 

PIG OF THE ISSUE 
'I don't know much about him. He was French, which to me says it all. Leave 
well alone! I did laugh though, when I saw the news on AOL. It said: "Cancer 
claims snowy-haired philosopher." 
Cakes and Pie Keyholder-General Julie Burchill on the death of Jacques 
Derrida. 

"WHEN YOU DO NOT KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING, TURN 
ROUND TO KNOW WHERE YOU ARE COMING FROM." 
Ethiopian Proverb quoted by Yves Coppens, Professor of the College De 
France, and co-signer of the Charter for the Environment. 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM by the philosopher (and ortho-Marxist) Raya 
Dunaskevskaya, has been published in Communist China - but they left out 
the chapter on Mao! 

AUTO-DESTRUCTION in art is big business. Gustav Metzger was recently 
paid a small fortune in compensation when a Tate Modern cleaner accidentally 
threw part of his exhibition away - it was a bag of rubbish! So many avoid the 
fact that art is in an impasse today: hence the mess that passes for art. The 
agony of art has been going on for a long time. All these energies could be 
used ro express new critical ways; poetry is still needed, but not only on paper. 
Beauty needs to be expressed in life, not just art. 

TOM WOLFE IS A REAL PSEUD. 
He managed to go through the sixties and seventies without being challenged. 
He conned many people with his Kool Aid Acid Test, and his dandy attire. A 
real shoe fetishist. But today Wolfe has shot himself in the foot. Only he can 
say that George W Bush is not a dimwit. People are tiring of his shallow 
pontifications. 

"Who got more corn feed more fowl" 
West Indian saying 

STUCK IN THE MOBILE PHO NE LAND WITH THE 
KOLTAN BLUES . . .  
Civil War i n  Zaire i s  being fought over a radioactive mineral called Koltan, a 
very important component in all mobile phones. Miners dig the stuff in open 
cast mines; they are paid peanuts. By the time Koltan reaches mobile phone 
firms in Europe it is more expensive than gold. 

"YOU DO A JOB you hate, to buy stuff you don't need." Fight Club, a.k.a 
Vaneigem's The Revolution of EverycUiy Life (l 967) recuperated. 

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME . . .  
In the summer of 2004, a traffic-jam took place in China. It lasted fo r  ten days 
and was 45 miles long. 

Misery on wheels an a mega scale ... 



WALKI NG 
STEWART: 
A FORGOTTE N 
GREAT 
FRE ETH I N KE R  

The colourful life of John Stewart ( 1749 -1822) 
who was generally known as Walking Stewart has 
completely overshadowed his singlular often 
difficult writings. But it remains a story worth the 
retelling before we get onto the substance of his 
thought. His idiosyncratic nature took a quite 
dysfunctional turn in his school years. His father, 
a prosperous London linen draper, sent him to a 
boarding school at the age of six, from which he 
had to be 'liberated' from the 'authority of its cruel 
pedagogue'. Harrow came next, from whence at the 
age of twelve, with the full approval of the staff, he 
passed on to Charterhouse, where he concentrated 
on 'plays, sports, and illegal enterprises'. Later, 
Stewart recalled that 'the most important action of 
my life ,  in the production of happiness, was to 
educate myself, and wipe away all the evil 
propensities and erudite nonsense of school 
instruction.' 

Stewart The Traveller 
Having been decreed an academic dunce, at the age 
of sixteen Stewart was sent by his father out to 
India as a writer in the service of the East India 
Company. This proved to be the Traveller's making. 
He learned several oriental languages, including 
Persian, and rose far. His integrity, however, 
disrupted his harmonious relationship with the 
Company, for he wrote a tasteless letter to the 
directors complaining of the endemic corruption 
among its officials. It was time for the parting of 
the ways, and Steward landed up in the service of 
the despotic Hyder Ali, as an interpreter at first. 
Given charge of one of Hyder's regiments, he 
turned it into the army's most efficient fighting 
force, largely through the odd device of paying his 
men on time instead of embezzling their pay as was 
the custom. Involved in several battles, he was made 
a general. He also received a one inch deep gash in 
the crown of his head, which permanently marked 
him. A lingering wound, which Hyder's doctors 
could not cure, led him to seek permission to go 
back into east India Company territory to obtain 
English medical assistance. Hyder granted the 
request, but arranged for assassins to follow Stewart, 
who escaped by swimming across a river. 
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Next Stewart served as an interpreter to the Nabob 
of Arcot, becoming the Nabob's prime minister at 
one stage. In five years, the Traveller saved £4,000 
with which he bought a life annuity. Tiring of India 
he made his way back to England, mostly on foot. 
However, taking passage in an Arab dhow from the 
East Indies to cross the Persian Gulf, all was not 
plane sailing. A fierce storm arising, the Muslim 
crew were convinced Stewart had an evil spirit. 
They were on the point of throwing him overboard, 
but a satisfactory compromise was reached. He was 
immured in a hen-coop, which was slung from the 
main-yard, for a fortnight, food being shoved 
between the bars. Diogenes, it will be recalled, 
merely lived in a barrel. 

Stewart walked through Persia and Turkey, 
studying the T urcoman people in the process, then 
across Europe. In England he became an instant 
celebrity and, no doubt with the backing of Sir 
Joseph Banks, was made a fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1776. The following year, the Traveller 
published a long article, the first in English on 
Tibet and its religion, in the Society's Transactions. 
William Blake, the poet-artist, attended a literary 
salon in the 1780s which he satirised in a piece 
entitled An Island in the Moon. The Blake industry 
has long puzzled over the identities of the characters 
Blake was making fun of. The evidence in Stewart's 
own writings leave us satisfied that 'Steelyard the 
Lawgiver' was based upon Stewart. 

The restless Stewart could not be confined to 
one town for long, however. Michael Kelly, the 
great opera singer, recorded meeting Stewart in 
Vienna, whilst he later travelled in the 1780s to the 
far North of Europe and, inevitably, to America and 
Canada. Dr Benjamin Rush, the well-known 
American revolutionary, met Stewart on some 
occasions, although paling somewhat at the 
Traveller's endless chatter. 

Stewart - A Classic Enlightenment Radical 
Back in England, Stewart proceeded to publish his 
first book, The Apocalypse of Nature, in two 
volumes in 1789-90. This is a landmark in giving 
the rist sketch of his philosophy, with its vital 
chapter on 'The Dialectics of Nature'. The French 

Revolution intervened at this juncture to arouse 
Stewart's wild enthusiasm. He moved to Paris, 
where he invested £3,000 in French Funds. A 
classic Enlightenment radical, Stewart was 
embraced by spritely Gallic intellectuals as a soul
mate. There he bacame familiar with the great 
Condorcet and his mathematical formulae for 
depicting social phenomena. The Cercle Social, a 
faction of the revolutionary Girondists, pushed 
Stewart's name before the public. The journalist 
involved was Nicholas de Bonneville. Thomas 
Paine's bosom friend: and Paine and Stewart 
remained life-long friends, although with diverging 
politics. 

The French Revolution turned sour, however. 
The liquidation of many of the Girondists, by way 
of the guillotine, combined with Stewart's French 
Funds becoming valueless turned him against the 
Revolution, paranoid with fear of social upheaval, 
yet without altering or repudiating the mass of his 
ideas. The story survives that William Wordsworth, 
ardent Jacobin in Paris as he was, fled the French 
capital after Stewart warned him that his life was 
at risk. 

Back in London, where he had often met up 
with William Godwin, the anarchist, Stewart, now 
virtually penniless, attempted to earn his crust by 
giving public lectures in which he expounded his 
ideas. But the political atmosphere had become 
reactionary - authority suspected him - and 
economic survival proved near impossible. A state 
spy recorded in 1792 how 'Stewart, who went off 
[to France] with [Thomas] Muir , I heard on 
Monday, was in London last week, from whence he 
shipped himself off to Norway .. .' But during this 
period Stewart was engaged in editing a work by 
another friend, the Venetian Count Zenobio. To An 

Essay on Civil Governmen the appended one 
hundred pages of close printed notes, which 
arguably constitute the most advanced commentary 
on the French Revolution by any contemporary 
British author on the left. One prescient passage in 
particular deserves quotation: 

"Men are already beginning visibly to divide 
more by opinion than nations, tending towards a 
division into the two grand classes, not badly 



named Aristocrats and Democrats, i.e. the rich, 
masters, employers, oppressors, all on one side; and 
the poor, dependent, employed, and oppressed, all 
on the other; - the proprierors and non-proprietors; 
the rulers and ruled." 

Stewart saw the working classes as a rising force 
in society; but his vocabulary for describing them 
was inadequate. Yet in one respect he anticipated 
Karl Marx remarkably, regarding the peasantry, 
whose 'mental processes' are 'so rotally suppressed', 
that extreme labour leaves them 'no time ro acquire 
consciousness or intellecrual existence.' Never 
invoking 'class consciousness' as such, he uses 
'consciousness' on several occasions, with a rich 
complex of meanings. 

Stewart serialised in Carlyle's The Republican 
Finding England inhospitable, Stewart placed his 
hopes on a sojourn in America, where he published 
several works. But he had not reckoned that whilst 
in the Old World religion was in retreat, the New 
World was a Puritan paradise, with the religious 
very firmly in the saddle. The Traveller's outspoken 
materialism and atheism aroused the fury of the 
hell and damnation stiffnecks, who discouraged his 
audiences. But it was in America that Stewart found 
a most important disciple in Elihu Palmer, the 
blind preacher, who was involved in what was 

dubbed the Columbian Society of Illuminati. A 
deist, Palmer's notorious work was The Principles of 
Nature, which was written, according to Palmer's 
widow, in consultation with Stewart, and which 
some asserted had a full chapter composed by the 
Traveller. Richard Carlile produced the first English 
edition in 18 19,and for his pains, being found 
guilty of blasphemy, was sentenced ro a year in 
gaol. Carlile was ro serialise Stewart's 'Discourses' in 
The Republican in 1826. 

Returning ro England, the Traveller's life rook yet 
another unexpected turn. The East India Company 
was settling the financial affairs of the late Nabob of 
Arcot. They agreed ro pay Stewart £10,000, thus 
ensuring his creature comfort for the rest of his 
days. He was one of the most easily recognisable 
people in London; for a while he adopted 
Armenian headgear, and famously was to be seen 
every morning sitting by Westminster Bridge, 
contemplating the world as it went by. 

Aquiring a house in Cockspur Street, Stewart 
installed an organ, for he loved music, especially by 
Handel; there a salon grew up, which many 
distinguished intellectuals keenly attended, for they 
enjoyed his company and ideas. Robert Owen being 
among the 'cherished friends' as well as the essayist 
Thomas de Quincey. Wordsworth came on occasion. 
Buying annual tickets for the theatres, Stewart would 

attend primarily ro hear the pit orchestras playing, 
rather than view the plays. He had little time for 
Shakespeare, whom he dismissed as 'a remarkable 
example of lettered imbecility,' producing 'the 
somolency of intellectual life in the temperament of 
Britain with his letrered rubbish.' He always refused 
ro write an account of his actual travels, 'stating that 
his were travels of the mind.' And his prejudices, 
usually of a national type, never waned. The Irish 
were a particular butt. 'Man was an anticipatory 
animal,' he declared, the Irish 'were not.' But the 
Irish had qualities he appreciated as well: 'I have seen 
twenty Irishmen at Philadelphia beat the whole crew 
of a French privateer,' he once wrote. 

Stewart - A Forefather of Ecology 
Stewart was a great experimenter in matters of food. 
Dr Rush, in 1791, reported that 'He formerly lived 
on animal and vegetable food alternatively, viz., 
animal in winter and vegetable in summer, 
beginning on the 1st of May, afrer which time he 
had the best of health. He now lives wholly on two 
pounds of unleavened bread, with half a pound of 
cheese, or four apples, alternatively every day'. 
Stewart told how he had 'had a very dangerous 
gangrene' in his leg, curing it 'by a regimen of 
roasted apples, earing only half a dozen, with a 
small piece of bread, in twenty four hours,' He 
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recommended the use of the 'warm mud bath' as a 
regular practice. His end was mysterious. When he 
died, an empty bottle of laudanum was found in 
his bedroom. Suicide was suspected. 
Stewart is a true forefather of the modern ecological 
movement, who saw that men 'have glutted on the 
Tree of Knowledge, on arts and sciences, and 
abandoned the Tree of Life, that is, the knowledge 
of Self in the laws of sensation, and the relation of 
men with all surrounding nature.' He aimed to 
'harmonise' men with 'the great organism of the 
universe'; and defined the state of nature as 'when 
appropriation of things and persons shall cease.' 

Despite his ongoing interest in military affairs 
(he witnessed the battle of Jemappe), violence of 
any sort appalled Stewart. He insisted, in fact, that 
men must 'do no violence' to any part of animal 
nature'. In the words of his friend, John Taylor, he 
maintained 'it was the eternal interest of man to 
exempt as much as possible all sensitive beings from 
pain as when he had lost the human form, he 
would become a part of all inferior animals of every 
description, and consequently the matter of which 
he once consisted would bear a portion of the pain 
inflicted' by any physical evil. Stewart was 
inevitably opposed to capital punishment. And a 
foe of slavery, he declared as an ardent feminist that 
'the state of half the population of the globe, where 
the female is subjected to the male sex, is a state of 
far worse slavery'. He even quoted at length from 
Mary Wollstonecrafr on the rights of women. 

Stewart's materialism is an advance on the 
mechanistic systems pioneered by the French 
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philosophes such as d'Holbach, which he points out 
were trapped in the conundrum of cause and effect. 
If law controls everything in nature, then we ende 
up with infite chains of causality - a stultifying 
kind of determinism. Stewart argues instead that in 
nature 'we see order and disorder everywhere'; and 
that 'even in gravitation, nature is subject to 
irregularity.' The causation must . . .  possess within 
itself its own independent energy,' he concluded. 

Stewart A P ioneer in Dialectics 
Stewart's was a form of pantheism with God left 
out, man, the world and the cosmos seen as unity. 
The relationship of the parts with the whole was a 
recurrent theme with him. Where he is at his most 
original is in his discussion of dialectics - and here 
he is several years in advance of the German idealist 
philosophers such as Fichte, Schelling and Hegel. In 
fact, we can demonstrate how they would have 
known of Stewart and his ideas, the circumstantial 
evidence being quite compelling. His philosophic 
outlook equates with what today is usually 
described as 'realism'. Taking John Locke to task for 
'confounding ideas with things, and probability 
with certainty,' he rejected the empiricist ideology 
that dominated the British scene. For Stewart there 
was - to borrow a modern term - a 'deep structure' 
ro reality, which men were capable of uncovering by 
the application of dialectics. He mocked any 'silly 
doctrines' that the 'mind can have no certitude 
beyond experience'; and he argued that 'probability' 
can function quite as well as 'certitude', a position 
that makes much sense in some areas of science. 

Logic, Stuart assures us, 'keeps man stationary in 
existence, dialectic leads on to the perfectibility of 
his nature.' He writes oflanguage, 'this dialectic 
having no other quality but intelligibility, could not 
fail to bring all mankind to one common standard 
of good .. . '  Dialectic for Stewart is bound up with 
change, with reform and improvement. W hilst logic 
(ordinary or scholastic) takes 'its criterion from the 
contracted relations of custom,' dialectic is to do 
with the 'perfectability of custom'. 'Self, ' by the 
operation of dialectic, 'is discovered to be an 
inseparable functional part of the great whole of 
existence,' Human 'intellect, in its attempt to 
approximate to progressive truth, must take in 
simultaneously all possible relations of an idea, 
which forms the true character of dialectic. If some 
readers feel impelled at this point to exclaim 'shades 
of Hegel!' they will have even more to exclaim as 
Stewart explains that 'The use of reason' leads us 'to 
move on a double centre, viz. the base of practice 
and the apex of theory.' 

Stewart, in his radical phase, overflows with ideas 
of socio-political improvement. Republican and 
anti-aristocratic, he was much taken with utopian 
schemes of great imaginative force, which are as 
close to anarchism as to Marxism. In 1790 he 
proposed 'social subdivisions' consisting of 'no more 
than one hundred males, and one hundred females; 
they should live in one house, eat at the same table, 
participate in labour and pleasure in common and 
cultivate a general volition as their guide.' Twenty 
of these would form a 'communiry' and twenty 
communities might form a 'province'. In 1808 he 

I 
Growing Crisis in Saudi Arabia 
The opposition there is Al Quaida, and so we find all the old ideas about war 
are superseded, namely Clausewitz's dictum, that war is the continuation of the 
same policy by other means. The chaos in Iraq set in motion by the invasion 
of the coalition is proof chat you can depose a tyrant, but you cannot bring 
peace ro a country which has known violent coup d'Etats from its foundation. 
The worst aspect of Gulf War II is the radicalisation of the Islamic world. The 
Daleks in charge at the Pentagon and the White House never envisaged for a 
minute that the removal of Saddam Insane would be such a picnic. 
In fact, the mess started earlier, fostered by the CIA in the early 'fifties when 
the then prime minister of Iran, Mossadegh, was deposed in the night, when 
the creeps from the CIA paid 500,000 hoodlums in Tehran to march on the 
PM's palace. Mossadegh only wanted to nationalise the Persian oil, but the 
Anglo American companies did not like chis idea, hence the coup. By getting 
rid of Mossadegh, they stopped the development of a new society in Iran, 
faraway from fundamentalist Islam. The re-instating of the bloody Shah made 
Khomeini and the clergy the opposition. Even when the Shah wanted to 
introduce some mild agrarian reform, the Islamic clergy was against it, since 
they were themselves landowners; hence the fate of Shah Reza Palahvi's 
murderous reform was doomed. The ever-smiling president Jimmy 'Peanuts' 
Carter didn't foresee the problem. Khomeni even rubbed sale into Carter's 
wounds when the hostages were released after Carter was beaten in the 
presidential elections. As for Khomeni, the joke went around Iran he added 
one 'H' to SAVAK. The horror of the fundamentalist Islamic regime since the 
fall of the Shah has equalled and even surpassed the terror of the Shah's 

nightmarish rule. The Western powers did not mind as long as the oil was 
flowing. As for Saddam, he was against the mad mullahs; therefore he was a 
useful idiot. 

THEN THE TYRANT went too far. He invaded Kuwait to pay for his 
bankruptcy. It backfired. Saddam's chief of protocol, Haicham Rashid Wihaib's 
recently published his memoirs In The Shadow of Saddam. It is a real eye 
opener. When Wihaib was told he had the job, he nearly died of fright - but it 
was a job he couldn't refuse. He eventually managed to escape the dutch of 
Saddam's secret police. Wihaib describes the day to day running of Saddam's 
regime - prisoners thrown out of windows, naked opponents thrown ro 
hungry hounds, or drowned in acid baths. 

Before Gulf War I, chose who set up his security service were East Germans, 
whilst the day to day running was left to ex-SAS personnel. Bunkers were built 
by British firms, palaces by the French construction firm Bouygues. Cuban 
docrors looked after a poorly Saddam, damaged by excessive air conditioning! 
As for Saddam's sons, Koussai and Oudai - they made The Sopranos look tame. 
Wihaib has just set up an ecological parry in Iraq - but still believes in God! 

UNFORTUNATELY, it seems this country looks more and more like a new 
V ietnam. At least two US soldiers are killed every day, whilst Iraqis themselves 
are so worthless no one keeps count of how many are lost in the daily inferno. 
Ironically, it was the US administration chat encouraged the mujaheeden -
who would go onto become Al Quaida, against the Soviet Union in 
Afghanistan. The real reason for all this turmoil is the urgent demand for the 
oil and gas, and the security of the pipelines. These commodities have set the 
entire region on fire - geopolitics at its worse. Only a world revolution will 
stop all wars and conflicts - but not a revolution of the traditional Marxist 
type. Which brings us to the fact chat too many are still stuck in the simplistic 
class analysis, which has hardly any meaning in 2004. The orthodox Marxists 
plus all the variants of anarchists also subscribe to chis old 'class' framework. 
Even chose who still espouse Situationist theories are stuck in the orthodox 
class analysis swamp. Our task is to help extricate everyone themselves from 
this stronghold. 

"Football dominates the lives of the people today" 
Kevin Keegan on BBC 1, 17 February 2002 

The Pig's Arsehole - A Real Chinese Delicacy 



advocated a future society in which 'there can exist 
no relation of kindred property or persons. 
Individuals must first be associated into residences 
or barracks, containing as many persons as can hear 
the familiar coversation of each ocher, which might 
amount ot the number of one hundred, governed 
in all their conduct by the majority of voices.' Every 
week there would be assemblies 'in town meeting 
houses, containing two or three thousand persons,' 
whilst every month 'auditories of one million' 
persons would be held. 

The blanket ignorance of British academics 
regarding Stewart's philosophic ideas, contrasting 
with the almost obscene way they have aviclly 
pursued the tritest intellectual fads emanating from 
the Continent, speaks of an essentially 
impoverished mileu. Stewart's own reputation for 
eccentricity has not helped, it is true. And his 
writing style can be abominable - the spasms of 
brilliant insight are smothered by the dullness of so 
many passages littered with his endless neolgisms. 
The British Mercury wrote brutally of The 
Apocalypse of Nature: The Critics say, chat 
Walking Stewart has walked over all Countries, and 
his Phraseology over the English language. It is not 
yet absolutely known in what language it is 
written.' De Quincey had to admit of his friend 
chat he 'was a man of genius, but not a man of 
talents; at least his genius was out of all proportion 
to his talents . .  . '  And de Quincey also confessed 
chat the great Traveller was 'Crazy beyond all reach 
of hellebore'. But 'J.W.C.'. writing in 1861,  rightly 
said of Stewart: 'A rough man certainly, but the 
world wants rough men sometimes.' 
Ron Heisler 

This was first published in The Ethical R.ecord, 
June, 2003. 

Walking Stewart and the Situationist International. 
Additional notes, first presented at The Aquarium 
Gallery, London, as part of 'What is Living and What 
is Dead in The Situationist International' exhibition, 
August 2003: 

Walking Stewart anticipates problems of 
modernity and post-modernism: 
"The accumulation of knowledge or want of 
simplification may be one of the causes of these 
tides, cycles, or revolutions, alternately toward 
civilization and barbarism, hitherto observable 
in human affairs. But each tide or cycle in its 
acme (alcance) may gain something more 
beyond the lase. . .  " 

An Essay on Civil Government ( 1 793), notes to 
by Stewart, p86. 

Anticipates Fascism and Stalinism: 
With military anarchy in Europe, the eastern 
nations will be tempted to invade Europe. These 
invaders will bring "Oriental helotage and 
despotism". Stewart visualized Europe as "inhabited 
by roving and destructive tribes of military and 
apostate civilized barbarians." 
Apocalypse of Human Perfectability (1 808) p 19. 

Anticipates Hegelian 'totality': 
"The universe is a vast assemblage of living 
creatures, whose relations are reciprocal and 
reciprocated under a thousand different 
forms . . .  The parts are interested in the whole, 
and the whole is interested in the preservation and 
diversified modification of the parts." 
Elihu Palmer 'Principles of Nature' ( 1 8 1 9, 
London ed.) p 1 58 (A precis of Stewart's ideas.) 

"Every moral evil must imperceptibly affect all 
nations, within the range of social or commercial 
intercourse, and all nature, in its physical or 
universal influence." 
Revelation of Nature ( 1796) p 102. 

Anticipates Chaos Theory: 
In discussing "the chain of all nature," Stewart 
writes: "but such a length of it is manifested, as 
shows the mind how the motion of one link 
agitates the whole, and that the least violence 
committed on a fly, agitates the whole chain, and 
communicates its vibrations to all sensitive nature." 
Apocalypse of Nature (1790) p207. 

Stability in any mode of society hitherto seen is 
visible, double nonsense; . . .  a planting . . .  a fixing of 
error, and unfit for man, who is by nature 
progressive. Our modern idea and desire of stability 
is a sentiment of mere indolence, the production of 
corruption." (The term 'corruption' was acquiring 
connotations of social alienation in the Eighteenth 
Century - see Adam Ferguson.) 
An Essay on Civil Government ( 1 793), notes to by 
Stewart p 109. 

The mind constructs only artificial machines, or 
aggregated people into nations, under politics, laws 
at present calculated to increase human error and 
misery . . .  " 

"J .WC." Sketch of the Life and Writings of John 
Stewart ( 1 861)  p9. 

"Original violence having destroyed truth in the 
abstract, or its great circle and system, mankind, by 
operating in a contracted system of relative truth, 
perpetuate misery for their present and future 
identities." 

Anticipates Historical Materialism 
Of the French Revolution, Stewart writes: "In 
chis important year (1793) will probably be 
completed the foundation on which will be erected 
the superstructure of a great and simple system 
of liberty ... " 

ADRS An Essay on Civil Government ( 1 793) 
Notes to by Stewart p. l 06. 

"Men have hcherto lived in a kind of mitigated or 
regulated war or egotism". 
Ibid. 109. 

"Thought does not perceive matter, but it is matter 
chat perceives thought". 
The Philosophy of Sense ( 1 8 1 -) p.23. 

"I hope I have completely cececced the dangerour 
erro of Mr . Locke's that makes the mind the 
creator instead of reflector of the capabilities of 
existence ... " 
The Revolution of Reason ( 1 793) p.137. 

Of the overthrow of James II, Stewart writes: "the 
aristocratic deception in 1688, which they called a 
revolution: which was only a change of masters ... " 
ADRS An Essay on Civil Government ( 1 793), 
Notes to by Stewart p. 1 4 1 .  

"Man are already beginning visibly to divide more 
by opinion than nations, tending towards a division 
into the two grande classes, not baclly named 
Aristocrats and Democrats, i.e .. the rich, masters, 
employers, oppressors, all on the one side; and the 
poor, dependent, employed and oppressed, all on 
the ocher; - the proprietors and non-proprietors; the 
rulers and ruled." 

State Bureacracy vs. Democracy. 
"Civil power in free states and free government, can 
be nothing but an ingenious machine of 
disfranchisement, actuated by the spring of 
executive influence to diminish discord." 
The Moral or Intellectual Last Will and Testament 
of John Stewart. ( 1 8 1 0) p.222. 

On Political Consciousness 
"Luxury' (the products of society of beyond basic 
necessities), "while it destroys the bodily and mental 
health of the rich, increases the misery and labour of 
the poor, . . .  their mental powers so tocally suppressed, 
that extreme labour leaves the peasant no time to 
acquire conscientiousness or intellectual existence." 
Travels over the Most interesting Parts of the Globe 
( 1789) vol. l Preface xxxviii - xxxix. 

"the poor man, upon whom the unequal division of 
labour falls, must be reduced thereby to a piece of 
mechanism, or mere animal state of existence. - His 
life must be spent in the alternate occupations of 
toil and sleep, which must deprive him even of all 
consciousness, . . .  " 
Apocalypse of Nature (1790) pp. 180-1 

Towards revolution. 
"Nay, law and property seem now to be two worn
out and viciaced systems of corruption and debility, 
which have agreed to support each other beyond 
their natural life .. .  But they must probably now 
soon die a natureal death, .. ." 
ADRS An Essay on Civil government (1793), 
Notes to by Stewart p.84. 

"Great empires may be efficient, but not necessary, 
to civilze mankind: but when once civilized, they 
must divide again into smaller and more manageable 
divisions, in order to advance still further." 
Ibid. p. 1 63. 

The political next step. 
"Anarchy, (which can never lase long) is always 
better than despotism of any kind ... " 
ADRS An essay on Civil Government (1793), 
Notes to by Stewart p. 1 1 1 . 

Stewart compares "organizers" with 
"disorganisers". 
"Disorganisers'' argue chat only individual exertions 
lead to indivdiual happiness, "and better if 
unclogged with law or institutions, which, 
proceeding from the vices of man, contribute only 
to his perpetual slavery." 
Ibid. p. 168. 

The French "must learn to beware of all 
combinations, - of armies and of Jacobins, - of 
democratic as of aristocratic misleaders; and so 
dissolve them all into society again, like our juries, 
when their work is done . . .  " 
Ibid. p l 85 .  

"every individual community and confederacy of 
mankind must be organized in co-operation of 
humanization, and not the competition of 
civilization in the feuds and wars of local and selfish 
interests" 

Stewart's dialectics years ahead of Fichte 
Schelling & Hegel 
He writes a chapter on "The Dialectic of Nature' 
in The Apocalypse of Nature (1790) pp. 1 58 - 164. 
Then a further chapter on "Rational or Natural 
Dialectic" in The Revolution of reason ( 1 793) 
pp. 130 - 166 
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A CRITIQU E  OF TH E 

SU BU RBS APPEARS TO 

BE M ISS I NG FROM 

CONTEM PORARY 

CRITICAL TH EORY 

Some empirical measurements are needed: the rate 
of 'insanity' (as monitored by the state) per head of 
the population as well as other measurements of 
social barbarity and alienation - for example, child 
abuse, physical and mental cruelty berween 
cohabitors, rates of suicide, etc. 

In Japan, a recent phenomenon has been the rise 
of the Ipiko Mori - teenagers who refuse to leave 
their bedroom in protest at the dead weight of 
capital. A similar phenomenon is taking place here, 
but whether figures are available is difficult to say. 
In extremis, most suburban city centres are a real 
catastrophe at throwing out times on Saturday 
night: the barbarity of the commodity exchange 
economy finds its psychic outlet, somehow, always. 

The real crisis becomes apparent at the point of 
social interaction. With the burden of managing 
the commodity economy now everyone's 
responsibility (layers of bureaucratic organisation 
are at unprecedented levels and are the governing 
factor of current life in every developed nation 
state) as has been the galloping trend in Western 
Europe and North America since at least the 1940s. 
We are now free to discover that the historical 
process has been almost frozen into amber in those 
centre of social existence furthest away from the 
absolute barbarity of the system. Refugees from real 
horror around the globe attempt to find their way 
to these suburbs, and, if they beat the goons on the 
Immigration desk, heave a huge sigh with relief, 
often ourwardly embracing the new found misery 
and boredom they find, in exchange for the abject 
poverty, chaos and gangsterism they have left in 
their wake. 

Meanwhile, a not insignificant proportion of the 
(mostly) white suburban dwellers silently seethe at 
their new African or Central European neighbours, 
so powerful is their fear and hostility to the real 
psychic nightmare World they inhabit at every 
waking moment. For the long term inhabitants of 
(white) suburbia, it seems to be far healthier to lash 
out with (mostly) silent fury - mutterings in the 
canteen at work, gripes at the bus stop with 
neighbours - or, as witnessed recently, by venting 
their rage in the very private polling booth by 
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marking the box for the goons still stuck in the 
BNP. For, without a doubt, the poor, new lonely 
foreigner in the neighbourhood (or, happily, as we 
are seeing increasingly, the loud, brash confident 
young guy or girl from Central Africa or Albania, 
surrounded by friends, refusing to be boxed in) is a 
much easier target than the commodity exchange 
economy that operates with total ruthlessness and 
free will to devour all in it's wake. There is no Mini 
Dr Evil operating the strings of the Commodity 
Exchange Economy - Bush and his cohorts might 
leave a crippled Afghanistan to bleed to death, turn 
an embarrassed back on the misery they unleashed 
upon Iraq, but they are simply the latest in the line 
of a supremely ignorant managerial elite; behind all 
of them remains, the untouchable and benevolent 
Commodity Exchange Economy, which today 
appears to be more powerful than the God of the 
Dark Ages - completely untouchable. Bow down 
before me and snivel, wretch, it demands. 

The tragedy is that all this means that the 
average suburban town centre is pretty much bereft 
of any real discussion or playfulness on a regular 
Saturday night. Fear is a motivating instinct within 
the commodity exchange economy and is therefore 
nurtured and encouraged in a whole manner of 
ways - Crimewatch on BBC TV, religious 
encouragement of guilt, school institutions 
modelled upon factories, or prisons. We generally 
find people huddling together in groups, lonely 
within their select crowd. 

Nevertheless, we still largely inhabit a social 
world that is far from total barbarity. Luckily, right 
wing extremists do not generally enjoy nights out in 
suburbia, as the dangers of having to watch a really 
beautiful English girl kiss a Romanian refugee very 
passionately down the local themed (Irish) pub 
sends them into paroxysms of depression; they 
much prefer nights in moaning at the box. 

Bur in all seriousness it is essential that we take 
giant steps forward in order to open a dialogue with 
all those who inhabit the more far-flung, 
commodity affiuent satellites of capital. Locked into 
a sleepwalk, and unlikely to awake without a major 
crisis to rattle their cage (a not completely unlikely 

scenario according to the UN's Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, who have warned that 
the recent heat wave has devastated grain crops in 
most of Europe -looks like bread riots could be next 
seasons 'New Black', after all, then.) Instead, we are 
faced with the task of jemmying open the desire to 
create a community of real social interaction, where 
loneliness and alienation are words for the museum. 

Life in it's modern form of irrationality is 
absolutely shocking. An article elsewhere in this 
magazine, by Enzo Paci, makes clear the reasons for 
this irrationality appearing as it's opposite, but 
further to this, if we accept the principle that the 
human body is a situation, and not a thing we soon 
become aware of the unnatural contortions the 
human body is forced to perform on a daily basis. 
It is quite astounding: huddled over desks and 
computers, processing useless data, repetitive, 
rediculous tasks both physical and mental. This is 
the reality of non-life in the suburbs today, but 
despite this non-life we are all forced to inhabit 
(how many of us can claim never to wake up and 
not want to obliterate the whole day in advance?) 
the inhabitants of suburbia are largely successful in 
refusing to submit to the nihilistic urge the 
commodity exchange economy forces upon all of 
us: instead they continue to amaze with their 
immense capacity for punishment. To paraphrase 
the words of an old Hungarian nurse from 1956, 
attending to an injured revolutionary who had just 
taken on the Red Army - "don't be such a pansy. 
It's only a scratch!" Indeed. Lets raise a glass and 
offer a toast to stoicism. 

Nevertheless: hedonism or the gritting of teeth is 
no solution to the dread awaiting us outside the 
front door. It all reminds me of a friend who 
returned to his parents house one day and found 
his father - a retired Royal Marine Commando 
who had given up thirty years of loyal service to 
Queen and Country - crying inconsolably. On 
asking his dad what was wrong, his father showed 
him an electricity bill he was unable to pay. It's hard 
to comprehend how this system so successfully 
breaks us as succinctly as this, and it is happening 
every moment up and down all those neatly 
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manicured lawns across the land (which a recent rash of films such as Donnie 
Darko, Happiness and American Beauty have succeeded in articulating.) It could 
be merely one hour, two days or three years beyond that 'amazing football 
match', that 'fantastic Robbie Williams concert' when suddenly we are 
confronted with that ice cold moment of non-being - breakdowns, suicides, 
irrational violence - everyone has got their own horror story to recount. 

The problem facing all those who are attempting to discover the fabled 
'North West passage' out of the capitalist nightmare, but aware that the 
solutions offered by the historical relic of traditional Marxism aren't up to the 
job - is exactly this: what will be the spark that forces the inhabitants of 
suburbia, who, at weekends happily get 'off their tits' in pubs and clubs up and 
down the land, unwilling or unable to confront the horrors they inhabit, no 

"Negation has 
been so deprived of 
it's thought, that it 

dispersed a long 
. " time ago 
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matter how disgusting it appears through the cathode tube? The bureaucrats, 
the specialists, the technicians, the order givers and the order takers, all merrily 
boozing and popping pills alongside each other every weekend, all joyfully 
dancing on the edge of some Haydean volcano, pals together under the 
whirling disco bauble on Saturday night. Interestingly, despite the current social 
stasis, the phenomenon still remains that cops are not entirely accepted into thiS' 
bosom of suburban life. They are still largely forced to frequent their own pubs, 
friendless qutside those who share the uniform, and often forced to accept an 
uneasy truce with the local criminal elite within the same grim tavern - but 
nevertheless enjoying a dialogue of sorts. Make no mistake: these two separate 
but entwined cliques have a very real understanding of what it means to have a 
joyless existence - individuals from both criminal divides often survive merely 
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for (or because of) one's family, Scotch-taped 
together with cocaine or booze. The rate of 
alcoholics, drug abusers, paedophiles and general 
socially chaotic individuals within the constabulary 
probably mirrors that within organised crime - but 
at least gangsters have the chance of creating real 
human relationships once they do some bird; I 
know some cops who in all honesty would relish 
such an opportunity. 

This all sounds rather bleak, but it still remains 
that today's potential subjects are busy seeking 
mental pacification with huge quantities of alcohol 
or ecstasy at those brief moments of weekend leisure 
--or- worse still (for their livers, anyway) Club 1 8-30 
holiday opportunities. Gin Alley Ibiza. 

We must remain sober in mind (at least) at this 
point. In short, the commodity exchange economy 
has stunted the social landscape so significantly that 
many individuals are now left with a vocabulary of 
less than a thousand words! This is a shocking 
statistic! On a daily basis, many individuals within 
the hinterland of the commodity economy will be 
required to use no more than 1000 words to 
survive! But - despite this, their psychic experience 
is bereft of opportunity to scream out loud with the 
pain that living in this barrack room culture 
demands - hence, in previous times the Lettriste 
Interationale and others experimented with the idea 
of 'turning the streets into palettes'; these initiatives 
should be seen as the most daring and optimistic of 
human extremes in the face of all this chaos, whilst 
its negation is to be found at the point of despair, 
when surreptitious votes for the BNP are cast in 
dark seedy polling booths. Essentially, the traditions 
of the Lettriste International and the Agit-Prop 
collectives that have operated through the ages and 
across whole continents should most certainly not 
be left as museum pieces, but, instead, the baton 
should be taken up again today. By all accounts, the 
recent descent onto and commandeering of the 
Circle Line Underground Train network in London 
by some Refusers of the current horror show, who 
succeeded in hi-jacking a few of the tin-coffins and 
subsequently stole some time back in the form of a 
mass party on the tube, was a great success, and 
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mushroomed to involve many more than was 
expected. 

One theorist who made a big splash on this 
whole subject of language and oppression was a 
member of the German Frankfurt School - J iirgen 
Habermas. He made the point that any individual's 
ability to interact verbally with the World around 
her is directly linked to their social reality. For all of 
us, our social reality is the bus stop hoarding and all 
the rest of the inane chatter spewed out by the 
monster: ("Long Live Dreams - The American 
Express Small Business Card" etc.) A duality of 
thought is in operation - our dreams and desires are 
incorporated into the whole horror show, but, 
nevertheless, the potential for human agency still 
exists - to realise this language of ideals. Habermas 
made the point that: 'The Utopian perspective of 
reconciliation and freedom is ingrained in the 
conditions for the communicative sociation of 
individuals; it is built into the linguistic mechanism 
of the reproduction of the species.' To this end, we 
can all bear witness to the fact that the commodity 
exchange economy is frequently unable to manage, 
and this becomes apparent at times of real crisis, 
and frequently rattles more than just a minority of 
cages when it does so. Subsequently, the 1000 word 
'dictionary-to-go' and it's inability to cope with the 
daily radicalism of life is constantly challenged by 
reality. However, the plain truth is that this is not 
1984, much less 1968! That heroic opposition to 
capital 'the working class' that mythical adversary of 
an equally mythical 'bourgeoisie', ready to do battle 
on a white charger, will never be reconstituted in 
the form it took in the past. As someone once said: 
'Negation has been so perfectly deprived of it's 
thought that it dispersed a long time ago.' 
In concrete terms, this 'negation' has dispersed 
to become lost in depression, alcohol, suicide 
and crime. 

Capital, through science and technology, appears 
to have so rationalised the natural world that it 
seems to have destroyed all free creative thought 
and possibility for individual human action -but
crucially, 'appears' is the key word here. The 
commodity exchange economy finds adversaries 

everywhere, it is so alien to all human desire. The 
problem facing us at the present time is that 
despite the daily horrors (both psychic and 
corporeal) many millions who inhabit the affiuent 
centres continue to enjoy a life of blissful ignorance 
-on the beach, in the beer garden, in the discos - as 
often as they can. And why not? Those seeking to 
join the ranks of the hair-shirt brigades - be they 
religious or leftist - are few and far between. 

A realistic opportunity to help contribute to the 
creation of a real, authentic, mass living should be 
our project. Part of the reason why France 
exploded in 1 968 was because work itself was seen 
as a superfluous activity and people began to 
dismantle it, however briefly. The failure of the Left 
was to continue bleating the 'class war' slogans. 
Many people were forced to choose 'sides' when 
social domination was in fact oppressing every 
human, and the old 'class war' slogans paralysed 
those who also shared a disgust of modern living 
but who rejected the idea of civil war. The 'new' 
left was in the ascendancy, but ironically the 
Stalinists succeeded in rounding up the rebellious 
and putting them back in the coop because the 
language of 'class war' didn't fit crucial sectors of 
the population who were experiencing the ravages 
of social, not class, domination.In short, the 
orthodox left was successfully portrayed as the 
bogeyman, because it had succeeded in polarising 
opinion: the left's success was it's very failure. The 
task facing us today is of pointing out that humans 
do not easily fall into mythical categories of 
'oppressed' and 'oppressor' and this is even more 
easily recognisable now than it was twenty years 
ago. Real living will only take place as we begin to 
dismantle the irrational: the excitement of 
revolution is not the raising of barricades, but the 
commencement of strangers, passionately 
interacting with one another in these -at present -
dead suburban holes that litter the outskirts of 
London and the satellites of all major cities in the 
Northern Hemisphere - zones where people 
normally only talk to one another on chat lines, 
licensed saunas and in the lonely heart columns. 
Sean Delaney 
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Viz - If it had a brain it would be dangerous 
� b�_nal as it might appear, some chirpy pundit might have a point when he 
said 1f you want to understand anything about late 20th Century Britain, 
forger art museums - read a copy of Viz.' Despite it's championing of moronic 
attitudes and celebration of yobbishness, hats have ro be raken off ro The 
Drunken Bakers who succeed in elevating existential musings co an art form 
every issue (see above). 

RECENTLY THE WOLF TONES WERE CELEBRATING their 40th year 
bemg together at the Lord Nelson Pub in Holloway Road - they made most 
groups look like frozen fish. They played for two and a half hours. Ir was a 
lesson in Irish �istory: We do not agree with all their ideology, but we can 
understand theu sentiments. Ireland has come a long way since the beginning 
of rhe Troubles. Speaking to the guitarist Tommy Byrne, he agreed that 
capitalism wold unite Ireland in the end. le is not a novel idea. Way back in 
the early 1970s a Dublin Situationist inspired group of theoreticians called 
Ki'!g Red put foward this very _idea. The old forms of domination like Paisley's 
uni?msm leads no-where. Business people m the North are very aware of chis 
reality. Ali for Ktng Red they wanted to be the Irish section of the Situationist 
International. They were too late, rhe SI was already in crisis and disbanded in 
1972. Ali for the Wolf Tones, their song Peace and Freedom heralds a new era, 
where dialogue is the key to a new Ireland, healing the wounds of the two 
lrelands still on the map. 

WHEN FRANCE WAS PAYING A 'REVOLUTIONARY TAX' TO THE FLN 
In ,1959, the French State w_ould ha:re accepted to pay a sort of 'revolutionary 
tax to the Front De L1bcrauo1_1 Nauonale (FLN) in exchange of a promise that 
no pipelines which were drammg the hydrocarbons would be sabotaged. This 
revelation was made m 1983 to a young historian, Daniel Lefeuvre, by the one 
chat General De Gaulle, after disposing of General Salan. had put in charge of 
the Constanune Plan for the Development of Algeria, namely Paul 
Delouvrier. 

Toward the end of his life Paul Delouvrier explained chis in an interview in a 
special issue of Science et Vie, _dedicated to '.the last war_ of the French.' Algerian 
Govemmenr 01fJc1als at the time of the Ev1an negot1at1ons have denied this 
connivance thesis between the FLN and rhe French State. The French President 
of the National Company for Research and Exploitation of Petrol in Algeria 
(SN-REPAL) for twenty years, Roger Goewrze came fowar<l in 1998 with an 
'indignanr denial' to the remarks of Paul Delouvrier. Bur maybe the tribute paid 
to the FLN was conveyed in transit in secret government funds. 
1 wo elements back up Delourvrier's remarks. The first one comes down to the 
facr thar in reality neirher the hydrocarbon installations nor the pipelines - even 
though they were 600km long- were ever the target of any sabotage whatsoever. 
The second one is the number of firms settled in Algeria who paid off - by 
mutual agreement or under duress - 'the revolutionary tax' to the FLN. The 
manufa�turer Paul Berliet has, for example told how before extending his lorry 
factory m the suburbs of ;'Jgiers, he had negotiated -with the acceptance of Paris 
- a financial agreement with the GPRA, the Algerian Provisional Government. 
Jean-Louis Tuquoi in Le Monde, October 2004 

Nb. We are grateful to Henri Simon of £changes (BP 241 75866 Paris Cedex 
18 France) for sending us this example of the deep structure of capital. 

45,000 PEOPLE ARE MURDERED EVERY YEAR IN BRAZIL. Some 
people have called this a son of civil war. 

A CRITIQUE OF VALUE can be a lifeline -an analysis of the heart of the 
capitalist system itself, not just a critique of the surface. Moishe Postone's book 
Tim_e, Labour and Social Domination (Cambridge University Press, 1996, 
reprinted three umes, most recently in 2003) is a radical departure from the 
orthodox Marxist critique and a useful tool to understand the core structure of 
M_a?''s Capital. �est.one'� book has been applauded by some more far-sighted 
cntlcs of the cap1tal1st nightmare as a ticking rime bomb - 'an embryonic anti
cap1talist movement will be referring to it in years to come,' has been heard. 
At present, however, many on the !eh prefer to duck the questions raised by 
Pestone and some ochers, and therefore are guilty of actually retarding 
consoousness. '!"hose who chink they run this system are grateful to rhe 
orthodox Ma�sts.and _ other ass?rted radicals - their backward thinking helps 
to keep the cap1tal1sr nightmare m place! For example, a good friend of mine 
used to be a postman, and an SWP stalwart. He used to wring his hands in 
despair sometimes because in his role as the union rep. ir was his job to help 
the system by policing all the petty (and not so petty) agreements made to 
keep the prod_uction line running smoothly. The whole operation depends on a 
compliant umon bureaucracy, and the people who run the union at the 
grassroots level are mostly orthodox Marxists or radicals of some shade or 

�nether. �y orthodox friend knew it was all a racket, and eventually got 
burnt out by rhe whole process. The moral of the story? Now is the time for 

all chose on the !eh to say: Goodbye Lenin ... and good riddance. 

"The nets ofjustice let the big fish through, the small ones are always caught" 
An arch as is 

STEVE BOOTH, in che latest Green Anarchist asked people to repent. It is 
unacceptable. Steve ha> regressed to a Christian position. He can believe what 
he wanrs, but. we have to criticize_ the Christian cult of sacrifice, suffering and 
the love of misery. Green Anarch1St 1s a long way from Michael Bakunin. 
Many forget that Bakunin was the first Russian Hegelian. Many anarchists 
have even forgotten chat he translated The Communist Manifesto by Marx 
and Engels mto R�ssian, and he had planned to translate Das Kapital into rhe 
same l�nguage_ unnl _ Netchaev cam_e _onto rhe scene and made things difficult. 
Bakunin cert'."nly did not view rel1g1on as a worthy cause; for him as for Marx 
It was �he opmm of the people. Strangely enough religion is big in Russia 
to?ay. It helps prop up t�� mess. In fact the real problem is capitalism, and the 
misery It engenders: Rel1g1on has been relegated to che margins. Religion props 
up the system, It brmgs people back to old forms of domination. It freezes 
rh�m _in time. and yer they are invaded by the capitalist mass commodity 
feus_h1sm - mficauon on a small scale. In the USA religions are big business, 
m1xmg both trends. Tele-evangelism is indeed another big racket. Bush could 
always count on the Tele-evangelist vote. 

ISMAEL GUZMAN, rhe Sen�ero Luminoso (Shining Path) Maoist guerrilla 
leader admires Heidegger!! He IS not alone. Many intellectuals in all countries 
are s�ill caught in the Heideggerian swamp. One character was responsible for 
purtmg him back on the map - Sartre, along with help from De Beauvoir. 
Even to this day Heidep11er is still worshipped in fashionable circles. Phillipe 
Sol�ers for example cant have enough of Heidegger. Recently a critique of 
He1degge_re wa� published �n France. It was written by Gunter Stern (Anders) 
and pubhsh�d m the USA m 1948 by ch� Philosophy and Phenomenological 
Research. this text has more or less been ignored by the so called intelligensia 
m F ranee. On the Pseudo-Concreteness of Heidegger s Philosophy demolishes rhe 
core system of char thinker who collaborated with the Nazis from 1933, and 
who hou_nded his reacher Edmund Husserl. The rranslarion in French by Luc 
Mercier is a labour of love. It was published by Sens Et Tonka, Paris. An 
underground reprint was done in Britain by Total Recall Press in 1999. 

TONI NEGRI and his co-scribbler Michael Hardt still cake Lenin seriously as 
a rhinker1 For more derails see Robert Kurz's and Anselm Jappe's book The 
New Clothes of the Empire - Remarks on Negri, Hardt and Rujm (2004.) 

Book review - Hollywood Flatlands by Esther Leslie (Verso, 2004) 
A detailed meditation on animation, critical theory and the avant-garde. The 
whole thing i� marred wi_ch orthodox Marxism, complete with class struggles, 
proleranat chis, rhe working class chat. Hence chis book is stuck in cime. Many 
on the leh - and: unfortunately, Leslie is one of them - they do not want to 
come to t�rms with the fact chat class society in it's entirety - is part and parcel 
of the capitalise system. Polmcal parties and rhe unions are pillars of the 
system, and workers at the base are more and more enmeshed in the 
fetishisarion of commodities. Of course, orthodox Marxists like to sniff their 
nose at anything new - Andre Gorz was derided for daring to question 
o�thodoxy in 1968 when he brought om his book Farewell To The Working 
Class - only for the May events to bring the 'working class' subject back onto 
the sta�e of h!story a few months lacer in May. Nevertheless, Gorz had many 
mteresrmg rhmgs to say, and was vindicated in that the 'workers' were soon 
herd_ed up back into the system again, thanks to the unions and the left wing 
parties. 
Leslie speaks of Walter Benjamin but forgets to say that Benjamin was less 
than sure about beloni:;ing to the German Communist Parry. You only have to 
rea? h!S Moscow D1anes to realise that Benjamin was nobody's fool. Leslie 
sl'nnkles �er w�1rmg wuh quote� from_ Guy Debord, bur omits to say that 
E1sensteins project to film Marx s Cap1tal was never achieved in the USSR of 
the Lenin/Sralin pie. Debord managed to cake up chis idea and filmed his 20th 
Century update of Capital - called The Society of the Spectacle. Esther Leslie 
IS snll a _m_emb_er ohhe SWP We look forward to producing a special edition 
of Pnnc1p1a D1alect1ca to celebrate when Leslie makes the break. Ali she herself 
admits - The Socialist Workers' Party 'has no understanding of culture.' Thar 
is what's called a huge contradiction, and as every school kid knows, all 
unstoppable forces eventually collide with immovable objects. 

'All that crawls is governed by blows' Heraclitus 

(Un)critical Theory - Parr Two 
Esther Leslie's parrner, the one and only Ben Warson, is somehow even less 
critical than her. The quote of the year from Warson must be 'If Fourier has an 
equivalent today, it is Stewart Home' 
(Naked Bu_nch mai;azine, May 2004) After the laughing subsided and we had 
our split nb� rel'a1red, we had to get down to r�e ghasrly busi?ess of righting 
wrongs. quite simply, STUPID GNOME 1s a Jerk! Only cretins are taken in 
by him - 1t is a shame to have to point out chat Watson is one of them. 
Watson roo is still stuck in the SWP but complains that part-time economic 
puru and ful_l time bore Chris Harman doesn't like Debord! They prefer (Sering 
em up) Lenm and (Flog em) Trotsky. Shame really, because if Harman had 
bothered to read a bit of Debord back in his student days, he wouldn't be such 
a dullard now, and the SWP might have a bit more of an idea how to 
approach char hot potato: 'culture.' Elementary My Dear Watson' 



H E DON ISM 
N I H I LISM AN D 
TH E STATE 

Hypocrisy is the first word I think of when it comes 
to the issue of drugs. Last year a recent initiative 
was announced in London - sniffer dogs are to be 
introduced on the underground into London to 
tackle the 'mutant' crime of money laundering 
which the police are 'targeting.' Metropolitan Police 
Assistant Commissioner Paul Evans announced live 
on local London radio that 'this unfair form of 
capitalism' which requires 'the oxygen of money' to 
finance its lifestyle was 'a cancer in society which 
has to be removed.'. Here we have the irony of the 
police criticising capitalist crimes! 

Presumably the Excel arms fair held last year in 
Docklands and protected by thousands of police is 
regarded as a 'fair form of capitalism' and the arms 
trade an acceptable system of money laundering. 
Maybe that's the reason we need drugs. To help dull 
the pain that we are part of a World where fellow 
humans are being blown up by duster bombs or 
daisy cutters, as they are so cutely nicknamed, and 
other weapons that the state finances and produces, 
on a daily basis. 

Malatesta, the Italian anarchist had certain views 
about 'the evils of the cocaine trade' and the 
'wretchedness of the addict.' However, he had no 
truck with state interference in the form of 
prohibition -"the more severe the penalties on the 
consumers and traffickers the greater will be the 
profits made by the speculators, avid for money.'' 
Prohibition simply led to the regeneration of the 
Mafia in America and the original gangster culture 
as well as an increase in harmful alcoholism which 
led to the setting up of the Alcoholics Anonymous. 
In much the same way that drugs policy and 
increasingly draconian laws do nothing to help drug 
addicts or social problems simply leading to 
increased desperation on the part of addicts. The 
'cancer of gun crime' increases in the UK and 
elsewhere as gangsters fight each other for control 
of the trade - a trade that has always been financed 
by the state. It is worth noticing a pattern here, of 
state financing of the drugs trade while at the same 
time targeting drug-takers as criminals. 
The Pattern isn't Pretty 
Mussolini, the Italian fascist, had almost eliminated 
the Mafia in the 1930s as he saw them as a threat 
to his power. It was the US government who 
financed Mafia informers during the Second World 
War, which kept organised crime alive in America. 
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The Mafia then moved into the drugs trade once 
prohibition of alcohol had been repealed. The 
cocaine trade in South America went into a boom 
period with the right-wing Contras being financed 
by the CIA to ferment a civil war in Nicaragua in 
order to prevent the Sandanistas from being elected 
to government in the 1 970s. CWFBI involvement 
in covert drug smuggling of heroin and cocaine 
from Asia to South America was exposed in the 
"Iran Contra Scandal" in the 1980s reflecting US 
Foreign policy - the US strategy as "all things to all 
men" - playing one power base off against another 
by financing arming them all - but still "the good 
guys." Crack-cocaine first appeared as an organised 
trade in East Los Angeles, in the poorer black areas, 
where it took off like wildfire, with the tacit 
consent of the CIA and FBI, who even acted as 
double agents under the guise of covert operations 
to ensure that the trade flourished. Now, in 
Afghanistan, in order to remove the Taliban from 
power the US have financed the Afghan warlords 
who control most of the World's heroin trade, 
accusing the Taliban of being the opium producers. 
Whatever the philosophy of the Taliban, part of 
their draconian ideology was to ban opium 
production, jail farmers and execute drug addicts. 

Even Gore Vidal, the American writer with deep 
ties to a myriad of elite American political dynasts, 
likens the current war on drugs to the war on 
terror, as a self-perpetuating hypocritical war being 
waged in the interests of the state. "If drugs did not 
exist our governors would have invented them in 
order to prohibit them and make much of the 
population vulnerable to arrest, seizure of property 
and imprisonment." He lists no more than sixteen 
Counter drug Operations in the 1 990s across South 
America and California, all of which apparently 
'failed' in their objectives. He argued for the 
legislation of drugs as early as 1970 and points out 
that the USA government's concern over the danger 
of drug abuse is 'touching but dubious.' For 
example, the pharmaceutical industry continually 
uses the rest of the world to test its drugs and at the 
same time refuses to allow poorer countries the 
drugs they need to combat the terrible epidemics of 
diseases such as AIDS. In addition, in the USA, while 
arresting, vilifying and imprisoning hard drug users 
and pot smokers, there is no national health service. 

Another contradiction rears its ugly head in 

Britain concerning the welfare state. Latest research 
shows the majority of 'hard-core' street addicts 
come from sexually and/ or physically abused 
backgrounds, or more normally from care. 
Supposedly protected by the very state that now 
wants to sweep them away under the carpet as 'a 
nuisance.' In addition, the state under Margaret 
Thatcher actually made begging legal in 1 98 1 ,  
reflecting a return t o  Victorian values the 
Conservatives were so fond of pursuing in their 
search for the perfect free market economy. One 
such addict described heroin as 'central heating for 
kids' that had been brought up without care, love 
or warmth, whilst being painfully traumatised or 
abused. Heroin provides the substitute and the 
escape from the pain of living, and withdrawal leads 
to increasing desperation. 

But lets not forget that drug taking had been 
around for centuries, imported into Europe via 
Ancient China. The Ancient Greeks looked to India 
and South America for religious, spiritual and 
medicinal treatments - so can drugs ever be driven 
out, legislated against or destroyed? It is true that the 
Chinese State did attempt to ban opium in the 
Nineteenth Century; mainly because the peasants were 
so exploited they used opium, to kill their appetites. 
The British wanted opium and fought a war to keep 
the trade alive. In fact there is a hidden problem of 
heroin addiction, not just in the West but also in the 
Eastern opium producing countries themselves, which 
is only now being slowly acknowledged. 
Its Not the Drugs but What They Represent 
In the 1 960s drug talting, from Marijuana, LSD to 
heroin and cocaine became a recreational activity 
and also came to symbolise the youth rebellion, 
from the USA and across Europe. "Let those who 
doubt drugs doubt that which is here," read the San 
Francisco graffiti in 1966. Allen Ginsburg, poet and 
peace activist wrote in 1 967: "The dope menace in 
America has become a national hallucination. 
Heroin addicts' status as monster criminals is a 
glaring example of an extraordinary viciousness 
inherent in post Mcarthyite society." Even more 
extraordinary nowadays, as drug-takers become the 
scapegoats of state machinations to destroy 
individualism, and attack any kind of 
counterculture activity. At the same time 'the drug 
problem' is used to ferment racism, often being seen 
as black ghetto based organised crime, or the 



machinations of foreign states to corrupt Western 
civilization, as we know it. 

A good example of this kind of attack is the 
current situation regarding the Christiana 
community, a long standing collective community 
set up in the 1960s on a disused army base, with 
widespread support amongst the Danish 
population. Cannabis was generally available within 
the community and tolerated by the police where it 
caused no particular problems to anyone. Harder 
drugs were not allowed into the community, a 
decision made by the community themselves. A 
recent election brought in a more rightwing 
government, the only European government to 
support the Bush war in Iraq. One of their first 
moves was to threaten this peaceful community. 
Firstly, their small outlets for selling cannabis 
within the community have been taken down, 
ritually burnt by the community themselves and 
they have been threatened with prosecution for 
supplying drugs. The new prime minister has stated 
that he intends to evict the community and build 
luxury flats on the site. 

The State's Way Out 
The government in the UK is now putting some 
money into rehabilitation centres often run by quack 
rightwing behavioural psychologists cashing in on 
the social problems created by prohibition against a 
drugs trade which only achieves a very low success 
rate. These programmes usually involve the use of 
methadone, a drug rumoured to have been invented 
by the Nazis and given to soldiers in order to assist 
them in carrying out their genocidal atrocities against 
concentration camp victims. The present government 
even uses the same language as the Nazis - Anti
Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs) designed to sweep 
beggars and drug addicts off the streets. In London, 
an ASBO squad is being set up to rid the streets of 
beggars and junkies. An extreme version of this 
policy is a reality in those parts of the World on the 
edge of the commodity economy - where 
extermination squads operate with impunity. Taken 
together, all these authoritarian measures to solve so
called social problems resonate with the sound of the 
fascist philosophy of 'the final solution.' 

Irony compounds infumy with Tony Blair's latest 
solution for the UK - gone is liberalisation, 

tolerance and understanding, but the creation of an 
FBI style organisation simply recreating the American 
situation ripe for corruption and 'covert' operations. 

Legalise It 
Legalising cannabis! That old chestnut . . .  Tory MPs 
rushing into the spotlight to say they've smoked pot 
when they were students. A real vote winner. Then 
there's the argument about beggars on the street 
and pushers on the corners peddling their 
concoctions of bicarbonate of soda, glucose and 
cumin powder. Everyone else is getting legally 
drunk, addicted to alcohol and committing 
appalling crimes of violence as well whilst 'under 
the influence.' The attempts to stop people 
smoking marijuana have therefore become high 
farce. Whether it's harmful or not is irrelevant! 
Alcohol, nicotine and lead in petrol are all perfectly 
legal but proven to be harmful. The pollution of 
the environment along with the proliferation of the 
arms trade is harmful but all perfectly legal. Yes, the 
problem of illegal drugs on our streets does cause 
serious problems, but is this problem just an 
artificial creation by the state to create public panic 
and protect private greed through prohibition. We 
had the glorious comedy of MPs rushing to admit 
they had smoked cannabis prior to the Iraq War. As 
Bush and Blair climbed into bed with each other, 
this liberalisation move was suddenly reversed, and 
dope smokers were once again vilified. It would 
appear at the present time that the declassification 
of cannabis is a double edged sword, maybe 
allowing middle class kids such as Jack Straw's son, 
to be let off with a caution if they are found in 
possession. At the same time, anyone supplying the 
drug is likely to face the same pointless, yet tragic 
prison sentencing. Perhaps this move is simply a 
way of keeping 'the crime' of smoking cannabis in 
the police armoury, allowing for the fact chat people 
want to smoke but making it impossible for them 
to buy it in a safe place. 

Anyone who saw 'Snorting Coke with the BBC' 
on Channel Four recently may reflect upon the fact 
that it's acceptable to indulge if you are rich, in the 
public eye, and can afford couriers to deliver your 
favourite drug to your posh front door, so long as 
you don't get caught. However, if you are poor you 
have to beg, borrow or steal to buy a £ 10 bag from 
a street dealer. Then you are a social outcast forced 

to shoot up in alleys, public toilets and telephone 
boxes. The Zero-Tolerance strategy adopted by the 
policed and backed by the state, of removing 
supply, goes against the most basic principles of 
capitalist economics, where supply creates demand, 
leading to worsening crime rates as addicts and 
gangsters become more and more desperate to find 
more supplies. Of course drug addicts are the 
ultimate consumers, constantly having to satisfy 
their demand for this commodity which becomes 
increasingly expensive, Essentially speaking, are they 
any worse than other consumers addicted to 
commodities which enhance their lives but are not 
basic necessities. The latest model car or technology 
in the computer industry, all constantly being 
updated and leading to fast built-in obsolescence in 
almost everything for sale in the shops. 
Commodities that all have to be constantly replaced 
regularly, as people work to earn, to purchase -
chasing dreams with credit cards. 

Libertarian High Idealism 
So without knowing all the answers, I am simply 
reflecting on the double standards of the state's 
propaganda about the drugs trade. People always 
have and always may take drugs to enjoy 
themselves, and it seems to me people should have 
the freedom to make that choice for themselves as 
legislation simply does not work. From an anarchist 
perspective I would agree with Malatesta's 
observations on the cocaine trade and apply it from 
a modern perspective to all illegal drugs, including 
marijuana and heroin. He argued that, as 
anarchists, we suggest another solution - make the 
use and sale of cocaine free from restrictions where 
it would be sold at cost price or even under cost, 
and provided with information, let the people 
decide for themselves. He carries on: 'Since the 
penal laws have proved impotent, would it not be a 
good thing to try out the anarchist method?' 
Mary Whuana 

Nb: We would like to point out that, neverthekss, the 
drug user is the perfect consumer. William Burroughs 
spoke of this in his Algebra of Need: no need to advertise 
- the user seeks out a deakr. The horror of hard drugs is 
addiction: the junkie will end up with only one aim in 
life: scoring his daily fix. Of course, this scenario applies 
to other drugs as well - cigarettes, alcohol etc. 
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PROLOGU E:  A 
N EW 
HARLEQU I NADE 

The 2 1st Century has a new spectre, the spectre of 
fear. This ghoul is not new, nothing ever is, it has a 
long history, but with such a long life, if ghosts can 
have a life, it had become attenuated and perhaps 
even on the verge of extinction. It was for this very 
reason that the necromancers of the old order chose 
to reinvoke this shade of Phobos, and invest it with 
a new energy. Its task is the same old ploy of 
'Divide and Rule', of 'Fear of the Ocher', a mode of 
distancing that promotes eternal separation. Its 
mundane role is to ensure our insecurity and need 
for stability, order and the State, the slippery slope 
of Conservatism. But its effects are even wider and 
more insidious. It is an old game, but today it has a 
new intensity. 

The 'War Against Terror' is a perfect example 
not only of this process, but of the way 'the system' 
pathologically loves what it fears the most (as well 
of its deeper fear of love). Traits we all share to 
some extent. It is exactly these self destructive urges 
within our society chat create the deadly conditions 
chat it needs to sustain itself. The fear and 
insecurity that creates a psychic need for security, 
the growing disorder chat requires order, and the 
'nightmare vision' of the uncontrollable chat needs 
controlling. This disturbing image daily projected 
into our minds by the media is not only a spur to 
the fascistic degeneration of our civilisation, it is 
also a distraction, a conjurors misdirection, hiding 
the real war crime of modern culture, the 'War 
against Terra'. Even while the monolithic 'powers 
that be' promote their paranoid war, and tighten 
their neurotic grip on the world, they continue to 
squeeze the life out that world, to vampirize and 
pollute it, in the name of power and growth. 
Growth as in cancer. The 'War against Terror' and 
the 'War against Terra' are intrinsically entwined. 

But chis is no simple conspiracy, rather a deep 
seated psychological dynamic, a reaction of a system 
in demise. 

In some ways it is an encouraging development, 
it was the weakening of the old order through a 
widening radical consciousness chat caused the 
monolith to react. A fear reaction that sought 
salvation within fear. It mattered very little to the 
monolith that this radical consciousness was still 
little more than a spark in the darkness, it was fully 
aware of the potential of that spark and the volatile 
environment it was kindled in. It instinctively knew 
it had to be extinguished before it was. Our task 
now is to maintain chat spark and spread the fire. 
It is fortunate that the counter reaction was so 

26 Principia DialectiCa 

extreme, far too extreme even to serve its own 
purpose, too transparently false. The workings of 
the entire system are now open to inspection. 
Insecurity has always been the means by which 
Power was justified, why the 'state of narure' was 
seen as a threat to safety, now that insecurity is 
intensified to justify a corresponding power 
intensification, and history repeats itself as deadly 
farce The old order knows it is dying. 

As the system attempts to totalise itself in its 
globalist ambitions it reaches a crisis of historic 
proportions, an exhaustion of its narrow resources, 
the contamination of its environment with their 
waste product, and the inherent destabilisation 
caused by the closure of those gaps into which the 
system could push the products of its 
contradictions. Its own knee jerk response is what is 
now unfolding, the exploitation of that crisis into a 
pseudo-solution. 

Bur still at the bottom of all this the life of the 
average person is pushed into further immiseration. 
The dead life has almost become the norm now, 
few expect much more, many are no longer even 
conscious of it (and like a lobster in slow boiling 
water they may awaken too late). New spectacular 
entertainments are constantly devised to detract 
from this, but even these are now challenged by 
deadening blanket of fear spread by the new media. 
Spontaneous raves, parties and the occasional 
carnival, may sometimes liven the fringes of the 
graveyard, revealing an alternative mode of 
existence, but they are really little more than fleas 
on a corpse. 

But what of the larger counter response? Our 
resistance is still predominantly fragmented and 
spurious. Still chained to an archaic Socialism chat 
promotes its own false divisions and strategies of 
control. Despite a real spark of Revolution that 
began co emerge at the end of the 20th century, the 
'Left' is j ust that, left behind. Still obsessed with its 
own dogma of false opposition, which affirms 
rather than negates the system, with redundant class 
divisions, and with its narrow perspectives. Still 
haunted by the dreams of the 19tli Century. 

We have been through our own crisis too, in the 
realisation that the dominant ideology of resistance, 
while not unchallenged, has long been infected 
with the dysfunctions it sought to oppose. A 
tendency of control, centralisation and hierarchical 
power structures that undermined the eastern 
revolutions is the most obvious symptom. But there 
were others too; the error of theoretical over 

generalisation, the mistaking of theory for reality, 
the over materialisation, and the naive ignorance of 
the influence of ideology, and the power of 
language and mediated communication, to 
continually 'falsify' the world. A deception that has 
reached near totalisation. Bue worst of all was the 
inherent problem of the dialectic itself, with its own 
inherent tendency to totalise and suppress 
difference, in an over optimistic vision of unity, that 
ignored the paradoxes and irresolvable differentials 
we now know to be fundamental. A positive vision 
of difference. Bue a vision chat has created its own 
problems and largely been self undermining. 

But a new critique is possible. One emerging 
from the old but one not chained to archaic dogma 
and free of the ideology of control. Fundamental to 
this is a new perception of the dialectical relation. 
One chat preserves difference even as it changes and 
harmonizes its oppositions, a dialectic that 
overcomes separation and 'unifies', without either 
pole's absorption into a new totality. Its ultimate 
goal being a living, dynamic equilibrialisacion of 
difference, ever open to change, not a static 
absolute unity, the transcendental death. Key to chis 
conception is realisation of the mutual 
interdependence of eternal opposites, a relation, 
both bi-directionally synergistic and oppositional in 
turn, chat far from producing a 'resolving third' to 
oppress both, actually facilitates their interplay and 
mutual transformation. A reality seen in everything 
from interpersonal psychology to the relation 
between the individual and the whole, and even the 
ideal and the natural. Such a movement should not 
be seen as progressive, due to its eternal paradoxes 
and bi-directionality, which always constitute an 
inherent instability, but it is a movement with great 
potential for the enhancement of all life, whose very 
possibility is underwritten by the instability of the 
movement itself. 

One essential feature of the New Dialectic is that 
its is not monochromatic as the simple minded 
Hegelian would have it. Hegel himself said to his 
critics chat the dialectic was not a simple binary 
process, to simplify the dialectical nature of the 
world in this way would be like an artist with just 
two colours on their easel, he declared. The true 
Dialectic Process is a polychromatic riot of forces, 
not a black and white diagram. The binary 
Dialectical Method, a simple pragmatic rule of 
thumb, and the multiple Dialectical Process, reality 
itself, should never be confused. A lesson lost on 
many Marxists. The process of history is a 



consciously directed, natural tendency towards the 
dialectical harmonization and transformation of 
multiple strands. Just as there are many struggles 
for equality, and equilibrium, involving class, 
gender, race, and the crucial oppositions of Man 
and Nature, individual and society, and mind and 
matter, there are equally many dialectical processes. 
Dialectics that contain sub-dialectics {macro and 
micro-dialectics), so that we have processes within 
processes, without foundation, interpenetrating 
class, gender and race struggles, within society, are 
themselves fractally divisible into subclass struggles, 
transformative personal oppositions, and even 
between the individual and society. All of which are 
productive and constitutive of their elements. Even 
deeper than this lie the internal dialectical divisions 
within the precarious unity of the individual 
psyche. But all of these are movements of a greater 
process, and all reflect each other in complex ways. 
It is this very complexity that the process is so 
unpredictable, that and the internal dialectic 
between the rational components of the ego and 
irrational components of the Id, a dialectic that lies 
beyond reason and plays the tole of the 
unpredictable joker in the pack that even defies 
simulation. 

Such a vision may cause some to give up in 
theoretical despair and pessimistic hopelessness. But 
again it is the very unpredictability of the system that 
opens up so much possibility and toom for optimism. 

The component dialectics of the system are still 
open to a cross sectional dialectical method of 
course, a survey that allows approximate soundings 
of local conditions, and even though these may be 
no more authorative than the weather forecast, they 
may have their own pragmatic function as signs 
along the path. 

The great error of the classical Marxist and the 
Syndicalist anarchist alike has been to put all their 
faith in what is now a dialectical side show, the 
'class struggle', this sacred cow was beyond criticism 
for generations, only now can we see how much 
this class struggle is not only just a small part of a 
wider picture, but has become part of the system its 
proponents sought to overthrow. The worker and 
the boss are the twin pillars of Capitalism, both 
are equally constituted by it and manifest different 
aspects of it. The worker merely desires better 
working conditions within the dynamic 
environment that generates their existence, while 
the boss simply demands better workers and more 
profit. The two now form a distorted dialectic in 

which the synergetic component has been 
privileged over the oppositional, a relation that is 
deeply conservative rather than revolutionary. In 
simpler economic terms the union and the 
company have joined forces in mutual feedback 
system that may one day evolve into a Capitalism 
without Capitalists. 

How this dialectical distortion occurs is the 
primary focus for any new critique of the system. It 
is a distortion that occurs in many unexpected 
places, the feminism of boardroom, the bling of the 
ghetto, the countercultural holiday camp, and even 
the system affirming political demonstration, all 
have been recuperated into a dysfunctional synergy. 
A primary factor in which is the falsification 
inherent in the social discourse. 

The last remaining dialectic that is battling 
against this totalising dysfunction is the dialectic of 
the subject. Both in terms of the rebellion of the 
individual against the system, and often society 
itself, and the dialectical creativity of the individuals 
own radical subjectivity, intrinsically embedded in 
the former. Despite the confusions of the Pomo 
pessimist the individual subject cannot be reasoned 
away, while the unity and essence of the subject 
may have been greatly exaggerated, the self creating 
individual remains a central element within the 
greater dialectic. An element whose own degree of 
autonomy and creativity allows it to position itself 
in a central mediating role of the entire process. 
The individuals own self creating dialectic, 
perspectively centred within the matrix of their own 
unique dialectical complex, is not only constituted 
by that complex, but has the potential to both 
condition it themselves or to disrupt it. The 
collective action of this mass of situated individuals 
is the last hope for humanity. 

But even as this rebellion is rising the system 
attempts to recuperate the power of the individual, 
variously through their collectivisation into a docile 
or reactionary herd, powerless in the midst of the 
play of dialectical forces, the mode of fascism, or 
failing that their bourgeoisification into the standard 
model alienated, atomic individual, conformist and 
competitive, a mere cog in a greater mechanism. 
Both these states need to be transcended. 

To understand how this can be done requires a 
new understanding of the Master - Slave relation, 
specifically we must give up the romantic notion of 
the virtue of the Slave and their deterministic role 
in history. Replacing it with the dialectical 
transformation of both into the Individual, the 

Slave rising up through their association with 
'aristocratic virtue's, the Master descending from 
their enthroned position through association with a 
consciousness of solidarity and empathy. Its is from 
both that types of individual can emerge. 

The system's response to this has been the 
production of recuperated bourgeois individual, a 
dysfunctional product of this dialectical evolution, 
though perhaps a stepping stone to something 
greater. The dialectic needs to be pushed further in 
way that defies recuperation, into the evolution of 
what Nietzsche called the 'aristocracy of the spirit', 
or that might more potently called the 'aristocracy of 
rebellion', a self empowering social movement of the 
dispossessed and systematically powerless, forming 
itself into a decentralised and spontaneous 
revolutionary force. A force that can only become 
increasingly powerful as effective dispossession, 
conformity, immiseration and powerlessness become 
universalised by the systems synergistic totalisation. 

With no predictive theory to guide them such 
'aristocratic rebels' cannot reform society, guide its 
evolution, or even plan a 'Revolution', what they 
can do is form their own society in accord with 
natural tendencies, based on their own unique 
affinities and needs, and most importantly to 
actively disrupt and subvert the wider society, not 
through planned action, but through the liberation 
of their own desires and creative instincts in a fully 
lived life, that cannot be contained within a dead 
system, and thus frees the total dialectical process to 
unfold with them. A life that unfolds both in their 
everyday existence and in spontaneous moments of 
autonomous rebellion of all kinds. Such a process 
entails a self liberation in as much as it entails a 
liberation of society. A true liberation of this kind is 
one that cannot be restricted to a fringe Bohemia 
but naturally infects all those exposed to it like a 
virus. Thus such true Revolutionaries can playfully 
infect the dead body of Society with the virus of 
life, unleashing its unpredictable, paradoxical but 
liberating flow. 

Just as the Harlequin of the old folk tales 
brought new harmony through playful discord and 
rebellious transgression so can the New 
Revolutionaries hope to transform society. 

This has been a mere introduction to the 
possibilities that now arise for us, a mere prologue. 
Much work, and play, remains to be done. 

The Harlequinade, creative play and 'living' is 
still the key. 
Steve Ash 

Principia Dialectica 27 



SOVEREIGNTY 

AN D TH E 
•• 

FUHRERDEMOKRATIE 

Thanks to J Habermas, Polity Press and MIT Press for 
allowing us to reprint this. 

States collapse, governments come and go, state 
jurists remain. Schmitt's long career is a proof of this. 
All along his long life he defended the various status 
quos and defended capitalism under its many guises. 
Schmitt's trajectory is interesting, for it illuminates 
what the Nazi ideology was all about: namely the 
concentration of power in the time of crisis. The rise of 
the Nazis started in 1918 when revolution broke out 
all over Germany after the collapse of Willhelm !I's 
Empire. 

Schmitt was on hand as a state jurist to draft 
various authoritarian scenarii in order to save 
capitalism in Germany. The Nazi ideology was a 
ghastly barbarism. It was swept away by modern 
capitalism. After 1945 Schmitt continued his work as 
a state jurist. Laws are the cornerstone of the 
commodity society. Value has to be defended at all 
costs. The state apparatus is there to defend private 
property. the distribution of commodities, the smooth 
running of work (courts, prisons, armies, the police 
etc.} 

But in order that the state remains intact, it reqires 
that everyone backs it: It remains "the crystallisation of 
all the illusions about this world of the commodity. " 
Many on the left often neglect the problem of the state. 
Like their mentor Lenin, they are happy to repeat his 
mantra that the state will 'whither away. ' Some never 
learn ftom history. 

A review of ' CARL SCHMITT'S Political Theology: 
Four chapters on the concept of sovereignty; and ' The 
Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy', both published 
by MIT Press, reprinted in ' The New Conservatism' 
by Polity Press. 

Carl Schmitt is a difficult figure to discuss in an 
Anglo-Saxon context. Both his intellectual style and 
his political destiny belong to a thoroughly German 
tradition - even where his Catholic mentality stand 
in sharp contrast to the Protestant complexion of 
his academic environment. 

Schmitt was a year older than Adolf Hitler, the 
man who determined his fate. He died in 1985, in 
his Westphalian birthplace, Plettenburg, at the age of 
ninety-seven. The impassioned tone of the obituaries 
bears witness to the fact that even today Schmitt 
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represents a division .inrilie intellectual world. 
In 1976 The Con�ept of the Political appeared in 

English, a famous work written in 1932, in which 
Schmitt takes issue in passing with, among others, 
Harold Laski's pluralistic theory of the state. The 
author is familiar, of course, with the pertinent 
definitions of Max Weber: but he is no social 
scientist and an analytical concept of political 
power does not interest him. Schmitt investigates 
the "essence" of the political like a traditional 
philosopher. From an Aristotelean standpoint, 
however, the explanation which he then offers reads 
more like an answer to the problem concerning the 
essence of the "strategic". For him the "political" 
does not reveal itself in, for example, the binding 
character of decisions reached by a state authority; 
instead it is supposed to manifest itself in the 
collectively organized self-assertion and self-defence 
- against external and internal enemies - of a 
nation enjoying "political existence". Schmitt's 
imagination was captured by the "storm of steel" of 
the First World War, to use the title of his friend 
Ernst Jiinger's novel. Welded together in a life or 
death struggle, the nation preserves its unique 
character against the enemy without and the 
traitors within. The "state of emergency'' is defined 
by the exceptional situation of maintaining and 
defending the nation's own identity against the 
"otherness" of the enemy; it is defined by war 
between whole peoples and by civil war. In all cases 
it is "the real possibility of physical extinction" 
which defines the political state of emergency. 
Therefore an occurrence ought only to be termed 
"political" if it is at any rate implicitly related to 
such a state of emergency: all politics is essentially 
foreign affairs. Domestic politics too, is subject to 
the various categories of danger represented by the 
enemy, which poses a threat to existence itself. In 
the Expressionistic style of the day, Carl Schmitt 
constructs a dramatic concept of the political, in 
the light of which everything normally understood 
by the word must seem banal. 
The Political Theology (1922) was intended to 
rehabilitate the concept of sovereign power, whereas 
The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy (1923) took 
up ideas from his essay Politsche Romantik (1919) -

and settled accounts with liberalism in a merciless 
way. The "decisionist" theory of the state 
propagated by Schmitt in The Concept of the 

Political emerges seamlessly from the critique of a 
political thought based upon natural law, which he 
had undertaken in his earlier work. The choice of 
texts for translation is thus a wise one. All the same, 
in view of the difficulties of reception, there would 
also have been a case for reversing the chronological 
order of his works in publication. It would at any 
rate have made it easier to comprehend what 
abysmal depths were plumbed by both these early 
works, if Schmitt's masterpiece - a concise study of 
Hobbes - had been published first. It is there, 
above all, that Carl Schmitt adumbrates his 
philosophy of the state in a single grand sweep. In 
addition, his Leviathan, which took shape in 1 938 
and was published in the midst of the Nazi era, 
leads us to the political nucleus of Schmitt's 
intellectual universe. 

Schmitt is at once admiring and critical of 
Hobbes. In him he celebrates the only major 
political theorist to have recognized in the rule of 
the sovereign the "decisionist" substance of the 
politics of states. He also, however, laments the 
bourgeois theorist who shrinks from drawing the 
ultimate metaphysical conclusions and, against his 
will, becomes the ancestor of the Rechtsstaat, the 
rule of law, based upon legal positivism. 

This ambivalent evaluation is already reflected in 
the subtitle: Significance and failure of a political 
symbol which refers to the Old Testament image of 
the Leviathan - the gigantic, devilish dragon which 
no power on earth could resist. The Leviathan 
emerges from the sea and overwhelms Behemoth, 
the great land power. To the Jews this struggle of 
the monsters had always appeared as an image of 
the life force of the heathens, to be feared and 
hated. Because he was not familiar with this 
subversive interpretation, Hobbes is said to have 
made an error in his choice of symbol. His 
intentions, which run counter to the pernicious 
power of the mythical image, nevertheless 
succumbed to it. Thus the substance of the modern 
state represented by this image was mistakenly 
treated as something abnormal and against nature 
in the centuries that followed: "The image was not 
adequate to the system of thought with which it 
was linked . . . .  The traditional Jewish exegesis 
rebounded against the Leviathan of Hobbes," 

This mythological outline is then filled in by 
Schmitt with two theses drawn 

.
from the history of 



ideas. In the first place, he attributes his ideas of 
sovereignty, which he had developed in 1922 in the 
Political Theology, to Hobbes. Just as Leviathan 
becomes the power that he is only by the 
subjugation of Behemoth, so the state only 
maintains itself as the sovereign power as long as it 
suppresses revolutionary resistance. The state is the 
constant prevention of civil war. Its dynamic is the 
crushing of revolts, the continuous containment of 
the chaos which is inherent in the evil nature of 
individuals. These individuals are set upon their 
autonomy and would perish in the terrors of their 
own emancipation, were they not rescued by a 
power that overwhelms any other power. Sovereign 
is he who decides on the exception. And because 
the subversive forces always enter in the name of 
truth and justice, the sovereign who wishes to 
prevent an exceptional state of affairs arising must 
also retain the power to define what shall count as 
true or just in the public sphere. His power to 
decide is the source of all validity- not reason. The 
state alone may determine the public creed of its 
citizens. 

Discussing religious creeds, however, Hobbes 
falls victim Schmitt argues, to a false deduction 
with momentous consequences: he distinguishes 
between "faith" and "obedience" and declares that 
the state is neutral towards the citizens' private 
beliefs. State control extends only to public 
worship; it is upon this supposedly illogical 
distinction that Schmitt bases his second thesis. The 
space Hobbes left free for private religious scruples 
allows, in Schmitt's view, the entrance of the 
subjectivity of the bourgeois conscience and of 
private opinion, the subversive force of which 
unfolds gradually. This private sphere is turned 
inside out and extends itself into the bourgeois 
public realm: thus bourgeois society renders itself 
valid as a rival political power, and ultimately 
topples Leviathan from his throne, with the 
authority to legislate through parliament. This 
scenario, however, altogether disregards the fact that 
Hobbes developed his concept of sovereignty from 
the very beginning in the context of the positivist 
transformation of law. Positive law requires by 
definition a political legislator who may no longer 
be tied to a higher order of norms derived from 
natural law - and only to the extent that he is free 
of the latter is he so�ereign. In Hobbes's idea of a 

sovereign legislator, who cannot act except through 
the medium of positive law, the seed has thus 
already been sown for the evolution of the 
constitutional Rechtsstaat, which Carl Schmitt 
regards as a great misfortune - and which only 
emerged as he sought to demonstrate, from the 
neutralization of the authority of the state in the 
face of private powers fuelled by faith. 

This version of Schmitt's theory once again 
draws on earlier ideas, first developed in The Crisis 
of Parliamentary Democracy, concerning the crisis of 
the Rechtsstaat. A state with a parliamentary 
legislature had indeed emerged in Germany only 
after the First World War, under the conditions of 
organized capitalism in the forms dictated by a 
welfare state based on mass democracy. At the time, 
Carl Schmitt conceived this interventionist state as 
a system of legality that had been hijacked by the 
"social powers." It had been hollowed out by legal 
positivism and robbed of its authoritative substance. 
This was the result of a process, over several 
centuries, of the disenchantment of the once sacral 
power of a state, which in modern times, too, could 
only have maintained its true sovereignty as the 
unity of worldly and spiritual powers. This unity 
had been dissolved into the dualism of state and 
society, and had then disintegrated into the 
pluralism of social powers. As "indirect powers" 
such as parties, trade unions and pressure groups 
eventually become totalitarian, though in an 
unpolitical form they want power without 
responsibility, they recognize only opponents and 
not enemies; and they try to evade the dangers of 
genuinely "political" self-assertion. Of the power to 
make political decisions they retain only the 
compulsory character of orders issued by the state, 
not the existential risk of a life-and-death struggle 
for self-assertion. 

The book on Hobbes opened up a perspective 
which unites these arguments of the 1920s. Weimar 
was seen as a period of decay: the crisis could only 
be overcome by means of a temporarily dictatorial 
utilization of Article 48, the emergency provision of 
the Weimar Constitution, but in the long run only 
by means of the "total state". Here Schmitt had 
Mussolini and Italian Fascism in mind in the first 
instance. After the Nazi seizure of power he was 
opportunist enough to incorporate into his 
construction of the state that little twist which was 

necessary so that he was no longer obliged to 
interpret the Fuhrer's 

·
"decisionism" (decision for its 

own sake) as purely Hobbesian, but as the sovereign 
summit of the "concrete orderings" of the people. 
This is the meaning of the preface to the second 
edition of the Political Theology, written in 1 933, in 
which Schmitt hastens to develop the decisionist 
brand of juristic thought further into the 
"institutionalist" one. 

In the Leviathan Carl Schmitt goes even further 
with his adaption to Hermann Goering's Prussian 
Council of State, there he develops a particular 
history of ideas in support of the thesis already 
mentioned, that ultimately the Jewish exegesis of the 
myth rebounded against the Leviathan: Schmitt 
constructs an anti-Semitic genealogy of the enemies 
of the Leviathan. It begins with Spinoza, who 
approached the state religion as a Jewish 
philosopher, from outside, and opened up a 
dangerous breach through which freedom of 
thought for the individual could enter. It continues 
with Moses Mendelssohn and the "restless spirit of 
the Jews" in the orders of Freemasons and Illuminati 
of the late eighteenth century, who undermined the 
power of the state with a "sure instinct . . .  to cripple 
the foreign and to emancipate their own Jewish 
nation." It leads finally to the emancipated Jews 
such as Heine, Borne and Marx, who exploit their 
"operational areas" in journalism, the arts and the 
sciences for subversion. Taken together, they have 
accomplished the "intellectual paralysis" of 
Leviathan: the idea of the state as myth. 

A few years ago the first edition of Schmitt's 
Leviathan was reissued in Germany with a 
postscript by the editor- a disillusioned activist of 
the 1960s who had withdrawn his political 
adulation from Fidel Castro in favour of Carl 
Schmitt. Giinther Maschke admittedly does not 
wish to play down the portrait gallery of Jewish 
ancestors of the enemies of the total state as mere 
lip service - as George Schwab (the translator of 
Political Theology) had done in his book The 
Challenge of the Exception. But he would 
nevertheless like to see it traced back to the model 
of documents of "a classic Catholic anti-Judaism". 
For the rest, Maschke takes pains to see Carl 
Schmitt's situation during the Nazi tyranny through 
the latter's eyes, as far as he possibly can. Instead of 
a single word of self-criticism, Schmitt had 
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presented himself as the "Benito Cereno of 
European international law." This is an allusion to 
that unfortunate captain in Herman Melville's 
novel, whom everybody else believes to be the 
master of the pirate ship on which he is in fact a 
hostage, obliged to risk his life. 

In Britain and in the United States people may 
wonder why a man like Carl Schmitt still exercises 
considerable intellectual influence in the Federal 
Republic. The reasons may be found in the first 
place in the quality of his work. Carl Schmitt was, 
as his brilliant Comtitutional Theory of 1 928 shows, 
a competent state jurist, whom even the most 
influential jurists of the Weimar period took 

30 Principia Dialectica 

seriously as a sharp-witted adversary. Furthermore, 
Carl Schmitt was a good writer, who could 
combine pregnant concepts with startling, 
ingenious associations of ideas. (This art of 
formulation does not, unfortunately, shine through 
the English translation.) For the rest, Schmitt was 
an intellectual who devoted his knowledge as a 
specialist until the 1 930s to diagnoses of his time, 
which give proof of a highly developed sensibility. 
Finally, he retained the bearings of the 
metaphysician - despite the clarity of his language
who descends into the depths and at the same time 
unmasks a base reality. 
These qualities alone, however, would not have 

outweighed the discreditable effect produced by his 
crude anti-Semitism and his toadying to the Nazi 
authorities, had not other factors come into play. 
Schmitt had, and still has, important followers all 
the way up to the Federal Supreme Court. With 
Ernst Forsthoff, Schmitt had an influence upon the 
controversy in the 1 950s among state jurists about 
the relationship between the Rechsstaat and the 
welfare state. Perhaps even this constellation would 
still not have sufficed, if the mentality of the 
Jungkomervativen (Young Conservatives) were not 
so fascinating, now as ever, and had the Frankforter 
Allgemeine Zeitung not made every effort to 
conserve this spirit for many years. 



Let us recall what happened. A painful void had 
been left behind in the 1920s by the demise of 
right-wing Hegelianism, after the sociological 
enlightenment offered by Max Weber had stripped 
the authority of the state of any aura of kinship 
with reason and religion. At the time, people 
wanted to put the loss of this aura behind them, 
but could not reconcile themselves to the banality 
which had come to mark the business of a 
bureaucratic state governed by party democracy. On 
the one hand, people had become cynical and the 
merely mechanical nature of the enterprise was 
transparent to them; on the other, the substance 
and the mystery of sovereignty, battered as it had 
become, was to be restored- even if this meant an 
act of unheard of exaltation. This vague yearning 
could be satisfied by a Carl Schmitt, who drew on 
the same experiences as others of his generation: 
Martin Heidegger, Gottfried Benn and even Ernst 
Jiinger. With their pseudo-revolutionary answers, 
they alleviated this longing for the wholly archaic in 
the wholly other. Even today, the mission has still 
not lost its appeal - least of all in certain forgotten 
sub-cultures, previously of left-wing provenance. 

In contemporary French philosophy, the German 
modern masters, Nietzsche and Heidegger, whom 
Andre Glucksmann invokes in opposition to Hegel 
and Marx, tend to spread confusion. But Schmitt is 
unlikely to exert a similar influence in the Anglo
Saxon world. Outside the highly charged political 
context of Germany, there seems to me a good 
chance of a discussion, unhistorical perhaps, but at 
any rate unbiased of various suggestive and 
objectively important ideas. Carl Schmitt's themes 
can, even today, cause quite a stir. 

In 1 970 Carl Schmitt returned once more to his 
Political Theowgy - Political Theowgy II in order to 
contribute to contemporary discussions. "Political 
theology" had, after all, been taken up again in the 
1960s by theologians like Johann Baptist Metz and 
J iirgen Moltmann, under the influence of Ernst 
Bloch - that is to say, in a quite different sense of 
the term. In the meantime the dogmatic 
disputations over the pose-Conciliar currents of 
thought have also conferred new relevance upon the 
Liberation Theology that is so widespread in Latin 
America. Parallels with the third and fourth 
chapters of Schmitt's book of 1 922 are obvious -
even if their author claimed, half a century lacer, to 
have been interested only in the conceptual 
analogies between theological and juristic dogmatics 
at the time. In fact, the morphological similarities 
between conceptual patterns in theology and 
political philosophy deduced in the manner of 
Spengler, had by no means been an end in itself for 
him. The comparison, for example, between the 
role of the miracle in theology and that of the "state 
of emergency" in political philosophy was intended 
to render his theory of sovereignty 
multi-dimensional. Schmitt wanted to bring into 
play the political philosophy of the counter
revolution, with its directly theological motivation; 
in particular the doctrines of Donoso Cortes, who 
disposed of the easy-going legitimism of the July 
Monarchy after 1 848. And to the discursive rule of 
the liberal middle classes he opposed a dictatorship 
justified on religious and existential grounds. What 
does such a theology of the counter-revolution have 
to do with Liberation Theology? And what is the 
significance of the fact that today the theses of 
Cardinal Ratzinger, which surely are better adapted 
to the setting of a counter-revolutionary theology, 
can be advanced in the name of a critique of every 
political theology, almost in the manner of Karl 
Barth? 
This already touches on the second context of 
discussion in which the political Catholicism of a 

Carl Schmitt belongs today: the dispute about the 
legitimacy, or the autonomy, of the modern era. 
Can the modern mind stabilize itself, secure in the 
awareness that it can create its normative 
orientations from its own resources, or must it 
allow itself, as the insecure product of a corrosive 
secularising process, to be revoked after all, 
submitting once again to the horiwns of 
eschatology and cosmology? In the 1 980s a 
tendency to return to metaphysics is unmistakable. 
Symptomatic is the evolution of the Catholic 
philosopher Robert Spamann, whose starting point 
was Schmitt's "decisionism" and who has now 
arrived at Plato. Perhaps it is this reappraisal of 
tradition in a form that is critical of modernity 
which explains the interest, curious at first sight, 
which American followers of Leo Strauss and 
Michael Oakeshott have in introducing Schmitt's 
work to the Anglo-Saxon world. 

Of further interest in regard to this short work is 
the relationship of Carl Schmitt to Hugo Ball, that 
is, to a Dadaist who had returned from the Cafe 
Voltaire in Zurich to the bosom of the only path to 
salvation, the Church. Carl Schmitt's confrontation 
with political romanticism does indeed conceal the 
aestheticizing oscillations of his own political 
thought. In chis respect too, a spiritual kinship with 
the fascist intelligentsia manifests itself. The last 
chapter of The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy 
bears the title: "Irrationalist Theories of the Direct 
Use of Force". In it Schmitt draws a line from 
Donoso Cortes through Sorel to Mussolini, and 
offers the shrewd prognosis that the myth of the 
general strike will be conquered by the myth of the 
nation. Above all, though, it is the aesthetics of 
violence that fascinates him. The interpretation of 
sovereignty, on the model of creation ex-nihilo, 
acquires a halo of surrealistic meanings by reference 
to the violent destruction of the normative as such. 
This invites comparison with Georges Bataille's 
concept of sovereignty, and also explains why 
Schmitt felt impelled to congratulate the young 
Walter Benjamin on his essay about Sorel at about 
this time. 

The highly readable introduction by Ellen 
Kennedy is most informative about the 
contemporary context of discussion in which The 
Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy appeared. Bur the 
substance of the argument of the first two chapters 
and the preface to the second edition of 1 926 can 
be absorbed even independently of the historical 
context and used for systematic reflections. To be 
sure, against an Anglo-Saxon background of an 
empiricist understanding of the formation of the 
democratic will of the people, which associates 
democracy harmlessly with the reconciliation of 
interests, the rule of the majority and the formation 
of elites, Carl Schmitt's reflections seem 
provocative. But one does not need to adhere, like 
Schmitt and later Arnold Gehlen, to an 
institutionalism of Harriou's type in order to 
attribute a not inconsiderable significance to the 
legitimising power of the understanding that an 
established praxis has of itself. In this more trivial 
sense, one can also understand the interest in the 
intellectual history of the foundations of the 
parliamentary rule of law. Arguments still flare up 
about the normative foundations of democracy, 
because it is not only the stability of an existing 
praxis which depends upon the way democracy sees 
itself, but also the criteria for its critical evaluation. 

Schmitt admittedly gave an idealist edge to those 
ideas which, according to his own interpretation, 
ought to explain parliamentary government, so that 
they seemed to lose any foundation in reality, at 
least in the absence of further arguments. The 
manner in which he undertakes this mockery of 

parliamentary institutions is as instructive now as 
ever; not least for those left-wingers in the Federal 
Republic, and today above all in Italy, who drive 
out the Devil with Beelzebub by filling the gap lefr 
by the non-existent Marxist theory of democracy 
with Schmitt's fascist critique of democracy. 

The medium of discussion that is public and 
guided by argument, which Schmitt ridicules, is in 
fact essential for any democratic justification of 
political authority, Even the majority principle can 
be interpreted as a procedure which is intended to 
permit realistic approximations to the idea of 
building the most rational consensus possible, 
under the pressures of decision making. Schmitt 
turns this into a caricature, in that, already at the 
level of the theoretical understanding which 
democracy has of itself, he ignores three things. In 
the first place, the presuppositions of rationality 
which the participants in a discursive formation of 
the popular will are obliged to make in actu, are 
necessary but on the whole counter-factual 
presuppositions. All the same, it is only in the light 
of such presuppositions of rationality that one can 
comprehend the function and the significance of 
parliamentary procedures and conventions at all. 
Further, practical discourse is concerned with 
rendering interests more general; consequently, one 
may not, like Schmitt; set up an antithesis between 
competition to get the better of the arguments and 
the rivalry of underlying interests. And finally, it 
will not do to cut negotiations to obtain 
compromises out of this model of the public 
formation of the will of the people altogether. 
Clearly, the problem of whether compromises come 
about under fair conditions can, once again, only 
be tested through discussion. 

The really problematic move which Carl Schmitt 
makes is, admittedly, the separation of democracy 
and liberalism. He limits the process of public 
discussion to the role of parliamentary legislation, 
and detaches it from the democratic formation of 
the will of the people in general. As though the 
theory of liberalism has not always incorporated the 
conception fa general formation of opinion and 
popular will into public life anyway! The 
democratic element allows equal opportunities for 
all to participate in a process of legitimation, 
filtered through the medium of public opinion. 
Schmitt wishes to drive a wedge between 
democracy, understood as the identity of state and 
people, and public discussion (which is attributed 
to liberalism) - for reasons which are transparent 
enough. He lays down the conceptual ground rules 
in such a way that he can detach the democratic 
formation of the will of the people from the 
universalist presuppositions of general participation, 
and can limit the former to an ethnically 
homogeneous substratum of the population, and 
even reduce it to the acclamation of the politically 
immature masses, devoid of all argument. Only 
thus, indeed, can one imagine a Caesarist and 
racially homogeneous Fiihrerdemokratie, a 
democratic dictatorship in which something like 
this "sovereignty" should be embodied. Schmitt 
thereby provides the outline of democracy, 
incidentally, which was later incorporated by his 
colleagues in American exile into their theory of 
totalitarianism. 

Today what Carl Schmitt has to say against the 
"universal significance of the belief in discussion" is 
once again relevant. Here his criticisms penetrate to 
the heart of Western rationalism. That the tune is 
still the same as once it was before, is reason 
enough to blanch and to blanch now all the more. 

This is an article that first appeared on 26 

September 1986 in The Times Literary Supplement. 
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On the Fetishistic Character of Music and the Regression of Hearing . . .  

"It is only during the epoch of the sound film, of radio 
and advertising slogans set to music, that music precisely 
in its irrationality was monopolised by the commercial 
ratio." 

'The transformation of the expressive elements of 

music into material, which, according to Schonberg takes 
place constantly throughout the history of music, is today 
so radical that it challenges the very possibility of 
expression." 

Theodore A Adorno. Philosophy of the New Music (1938) 

ON THE STEPS OF the Olsany Taverns 
I used to listen at night, 
to the coffin-bearers and grave-diggers, 

Singing their rowdy songs. 

But that was long ago. 
The taverns fell silent, 
And the grave-diggers in the end, 

Buried each other. 

The Plague Column by Jaroslov Seifert 

"Where have all the ravers gone?" asks the musicologist Alexis Petridis. 
They got fed up Alex, and grew out of the musical dirge. They might 
listen to something else . .Like the silence of the sea! Or the wind in the 

trees! Or the flight of birds in Delphi... 

A Drum n' Bass Fan (2004) 



"SOM E PEOPLE DREAM OF A PAY RISE,  

OTH ERS DREAM OF A N EW CAR . . .  MY DREAM 

IS TO CHANGE TH E FUCKI NG WORLD" 
NIK 'THE FOX' BRIDGEFORD, GENOA, 2001 . 

If you are dissatisfied with the present dirge served up in many newspapers, reviews, TV programmes etc. you may want to join us 
here at Principia Dialectica. 

We are not living in 1917. Global warming is a sombre reality. 1 5,000 people died in France alone during the heat wave in 2003, 
whilst in Japan kids refuse to leave their bedrooms in protest at the mess they see everywhere. In short, market relations have 
infected the body electric - no wonder people speak of their partner! Fundamentalisms of all sorts are on the rise which re-inforce 
various status quos whilst the horrors of food distribution and consumption plague humanity North and South. In order to 
rediscover who we are and where we are going, we have no choice but to update our critique of this system. Some are content with 
a critique of the surface -i.e, the most immediate characteristics, like a fair days work for a fair wage, or accountable police forces 
to oversee us at work and on the streets, but this fails to challenge the core of the capitalist system itself - i.e, the commodity, and 
what people themselves put up with when producing polluting goods. Some are always keen to blame only capitalists but they 
forget to mention the consumers who purchase the commodities! You can see the mass fetishism any day of the week in any high 
street. Oxford Street at Xmas is a real eye opener! A few years ago some 'street artists' tried to disrupt the flow of commodities in 
the West End with a human tortoise. They caused a stir for a few minutes and had to leave . . . A futile exercise with good intentions! 

The old critiques, whether Situationist, Surrealist or orthodox Marxist are a barrier to change. Humanity will not be liberated 
under the current conditions! We call upon every reader of this journal to submit articles, manuscripts and artwork. 
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